Introduction
In 2009, a multifaceted crisis came into my life: spiritual, economic, family, financial, social, and physical. Everything was falling apart. I was in a kind of dark forest from which I could find no way out. There were no prospects in life. I turned to my friends for help, but they only made matters worse by turning my request against me. From a human point of view, I did not know what to do, but I knew God, Who made it clear to me that He was near and had not abandoned me. I began to pour out my soul to Him, asking Him to take all my problems upon Himself and expressing in words my faith that He had already done so. And He answered. Peace came into my heart. It was so evident, and suddenly I understood how simple it was. All the cares and problems left my heart, although they remained in my life.Then I dared to ask for something greater. I told God that I loved no one, that this quality of soul was absent from me, that everything human in me had evaporated, and that I was empty, unhappy, miserable, poor, naked, blind, and did not know what to do. This was the only basis for my request for the gift of Heavenly love. I asked Him for it because I understood that without it I was nothing. I declared my faith that this was possible. And the Lord answered. It was so unusual! Suddenly I realized that I loved! It was some new feeling and revelation for me. I do not even know how to describe it in words, but I experienced something very beautiful in my soul. The very first thought that came to mind was to begin with my wife, who was planning to divorce me. I realized that I loved her—it was so natural! The next revelation was that when I learned to love her at all times and just as she was, I would then be able to love other people as well.At that time my wife left the church and later submitted a written request to have her membership removed, and she remains in that condition to this day.But the Heavenly love that had been given to me from above continually sustained me and gave me strength to love this person. And I learned many things.Looking back at the many situations during that period of my spiritual growth in love, I can say that enormous problems come upon a loving person from every side. Sometimes it feels as though the whole world has risen against you. You have to keep making the decision to love. Yet, at the same time, when I choose love, every spiritual struggle passes rather easily.Love opens the way to understanding all biblical truths in a new light. It reveals the character of God in the proper light. It brings God so close to my heart that my soul cleaves to Him forever.I love, and I see an enormous advantage in this in everything. It is like living and doing things in the light. Everything is visible, everything is clear, everything is understandable. Love answers many questions before I have heard them. It resolves every dispute in five minutes. It does not argue. It immerses me in the deep waters of its ocean and keeps me from evil. And I love.There is nothing more beautiful in life than the realization that I love—the realization that this is within me, and the understanding that God within me is love.If I abide in Jesus, and He abides in me through His love, then I bear much fruit.I can assure you that the fruit of the Holy Spirit in all its fullness is present in those who love. Everyone who has opened their heart to love receives, together with it, all Heaven with all its advantages and victories.Yet amid all this splendor taking place in my heart, I remain a rather inconspicuous person, absorbed in solving my tasks, thoughtful and serious. And at the same time, I am the happiest of all, and I love.I need only turn my attention to any person as someone to love and ask Jesus for the power to love; then it comes, and all my thoughts and feelings begin to work in that direction.What joy! Love triumphs, and I become part of its victory.I love—and this is my choice, my decision, something that belongs only to me, because it comes from God and proceeds from me. I cannot produce it in anyone except myself, and even within myself I can only make the decision to love. Everything else comes from God: strength, fullness, depth, conviction, tenderness, and friendliness.Love has given me many friends, and I truly love them. It is so wonderful to be friendly. What happiness it is to love and to be friends, and especially to love one another.A person may dream for a long time of being loved and perhaps never attain it. A person may wait for it all their life and receive nothing; and when receiving love from those who are of no interest to them, they may simply fail to notice or appreciate it. It is impossible to give another person love for yourself if that person does not want it. But I myself can love and, having made this decision, live this way regardless of the attitudes and decisions of other people. And this is possible if I do it in union with Christ.Life is beautiful for those who love.Our planet has now entered an era of comprehensive crisis.A crisis is not the end, but an opportunity to begin something new, to create something better and lasting in your soul. A crisis tests all your values and mercilessly demolishes, burns, washes away, and carries off everything that was fragile and temporary. It is a test of my house and the strength of its foundation.Love is not afraid of trials. It is itself a cleansing storm in the heart where it finds refuge.If your little house has collapsed and you have no peace, then choose what is truly valuable and eternal.God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God.I am very grateful to you for your interest in this school.I pray for you, for a blessing upon this group, and for wisdom from above.I thank our Lord Jesus for this opportunity to gather here to study the most important truth for the last days. And these truly are the very last days.Lesson 1. Attentiveness and Diligent Follow-Through
Before we begin studying anything, I suggest that we pay attention to our hearts and to the particular ways in which they perceive information and assignments in our school. It is very important to be attentive to every detail, to enter into the essence of things, and sometimes to stop in order to understand an assignment and complete it.Small and simple tasks entrusted to a person very quickly reveal that person’s attitude and perception. It is written that he who is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much. The one who handles small things responsibly has a good prospect of being entrusted with a great and responsible assignment.We all have the right to make a mistake, but it may happen that, after becoming accustomed to being inattentive and making mistakes in small things, we will do the same in major tasks.Once my daughter came to me with a complaint about her mathematics teacher, who had given her a poor grade. I decided to check her work. While solving the problem, she made a mistake at the very beginning. After that she performed precise calculations and did everything correctly, but that small mistake at the beginning affected the entire result, which proved to be wrong.Attentiveness in learning the science of love is very important, because an error in this matter may cost you Eternal life. Of course, God knows how to help me correct myself at any time, but much still depends on my perception.This School provides not only information but also assignments that should preferably be completed. You may do them privately for yourself, send them to the person who invited you to study, or share your answers with those who are studying together with you.None of you is here under compulsion; you are here by your own voluntary decision. My goal is not simply to give you information, but also to understand how ready you are to do what is proposed here and to teach you to do everything that we will study here.I understand the full responsibility that I have assumed, and therefore I take your instruction in the science of agape love very seriously. I ask God for wisdom and special new revelations in organizing and conducting the lessons so that I may then share them for your benefit.Learning to love is what the Lord calls us to do. You decide for yourselves how best to respond to this calling.Be prepared for great and hidden things that you did not know to be revealed to you during your studies. Your understanding of love will be enriched with new revelations that will help you find your way in any situation.You may read or listen to this lesson and all the lessons that follow. But do not hurry on to the next one before completing the homework at the end of each lesson. You will find it at the very bottom or in the description.Be attentive to what you study, and the Lord will speak to your heart and mind.Do not begin what you do not intend to continue. Set aside your best time for studying the science of love, and it will begin to open to you and become understandable. The most interesting things await you in the near future. You will learn the secrets of love, friendship, and happiness, of love for one another, and of love for the members of your household. You will see the beauty of the Bible in the light of love and begin to see love in the light of the Bible.Many wonderful truths, presented in a new way, await you. You will be able to apply them immediately in your life and see how they work.Diligently putting the truths and assignments presented here into practice will form in you the good habit of loving at all times, under all circumstances, and in every relationship.Everyone will know that you are Christ’s disciples if His agape love is among you.We read in James 1:22: “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” Everything is in your hands. The road is mastered by the one who walks it.By the time you begin your studies with this very lesson, know that many people are already studying in this School and, through their testimonies, bear witness to the great and wonderful changes in their thinking, character, and habits. Many human or commonly accepted stereotypes are being destroyed forever.Friends, I want to assure you that by studying the science of love, you will learn to love and will always do so from a pure heart. Love will open for you doors that may still be closed and will show you that narrow way, and all its beauty, upon which you may not yet be walking.Do not hurry to begin in the middle or at the end. All our lessons are sequential and were written as our spiritual development and understanding progressed during this course of study.May the Lord grant you His Holy Spirit, bless you throughout all the lessons, and reveal and show you the great and hidden things that you have not known.Please read Romans 12:9–10; 1 Peter 1:22; Philippians 2:1–4; Ephesians 4:1–3, 31–32; James 4:17; 2:9–10; Luke 16:10; Isaiah 28:23–29; Proverbs 2:2; Matthew 7:24; and 1 Corinthians 14:33 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Do you think God pays attention to small things? Recall biblical figures who lost blessings because of a single mistake. Is it important to God that we not only hear His Word but also gladly obey it? (See James 1:22; Revelation 1:3.) How do you understand the statement, “Let love be without dissimulation”? Should we express our love toward members of the opposite sex? (“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love.”) Have you had experiences in which small signs of attention developed into friendship? What does “in honour preferring one another” mean? Give an example. What remedy would you suggest for an inattentive person? Suppose you have entered Eternity. Do you think inattentiveness and failure to carry out one’s responsibilities will be characteristic of the inhabitants of the Heavenly Kingdom?Lesson 2. Making Decisions and Following Through
Every morning, we all begin a new day by making decisions: the decision to get up, wash, pray, eat, attend to our responsibilities, and much more. Sometimes all this happens automatically, but a decision comes first.When more difficult tasks arise and we have to make a choice, we also ultimately make a decision and declare it.The more difficult the proposal, the more time it takes to think everything through, calculate everything, and make a decision.A pattern has been observed: if a person makes a decision immediately or within the first day, that person will also begin carrying out the task quickly. If the decision is made within three days, there is a likelihood that the assignment will be completed. But if more time passes while an answer is awaited, it means that the answer is no.God waits for me to choose and decide so that, on this basis, He may act within my plans. Very often He presents me with new tasks and waits for my decision. He invites me to go higher and farther, making the trials more difficult each time. He is not in a hurry, but He moves as quickly as I am able to move.In our School, my goal is not to overwhelm you with information or to run with those who are fast. I want to teach you simple lessons: to be attentive to the small things of which our life consists, to notice what I am doing incorrectly, to recognize what is important, and to make it the main thing.I give lessons and assignments that will progress from simple to difficult and then to very difficult, and I expect all students to make prompt decisions about completing the assignments and to show attentiveness and diligence in doing so.Let us decide and make it a rule that time should be set aside to complete the assignments within one day after reading the lesson. Of course, exceptions are permitted for personal reasons and family circumstances, but it is still not wise to delay.I believe that you have made the decision to join this School—some out of curiosity and others upon someone’s recommendation, perhaps without even understanding what will take place here. The method of presenting the material and the rules of the School differ from what you have previously been accustomed to. Therefore, I give each of you the freedom to determine and decide in what capacity you wish to be here.Decide for yourselves whom you want to become: a student, a listener, or an observer.Why do I distinguish among the participants in this way? Because all the decisions you make here have special significance for the spiritual world and give God authority to influence your heart in a special way, to teach you, and to work in you whatever He considers necessary. I ask Him for a special blessing upon all the participants and especially upon the students. And He answers.Without Christ’s participation and the convincing power of the Holy Spirit, none of our lessons will be understood or bring benefit. But in close cooperation with the three great Divine Powers, we will be able to learn very much. Making decisions and following through with them is extremely important, and it depends upon the individual alone.The seriousness with which we approach our studies will determine the seriousness with which God works.The science of loving forms my character and prepares me for Eternal life among holy beings. No task given to a human being is more important than forming one’s character in the image and likeness of God.Making a decision is very important, but following through with what one has decided is even more important.Once I needed helpers to carry out a missionary project. One person assured me twice that he had decided to help me, but he did nothing in that direction. It is better to promise nothing than to promise and fail to fulfill it. Therefore, I believe that following through with and carrying out one’s decisions must be present in life.I have decided to share with you the knowledge and revelations that I have received from the Lord.On March 23, 2020, by God’s inspiration, I decided to open this School. I did not know what it would look like and had only some of these lessons in my mind, but I believed that the Lord would reveal to me everything necessary at the proper time in order to bless you as well through this work.And so, friends, welcome to the School of Agape Love.Please read Jeremiah 12:5; Philippians 2:12–13; Joshua 24:15; Psalm 119:30; Jeremiah 29:11–13; Luke 16:10; 19:17; 1 Timothy 4:16; James 4:7; Psalm 40:8–9; and Malachi 2:7 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? What role does the will play in making decisions? Which of our decisions will the Lord bless? How can I determine God’s will? Can I know it? What prevents a person from making the right decision? Do I choose what pleases me or what pleases the Lord? How do you understand the words of Jesus, “Not my will, but Thine, be done”? What does the Lord expect from you? Why is it so important for God’s people to have vision?Lesson 3. Respect for the Other Members of the Group
Ephesians 2:10: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”We are all brothers and sisters in Christ. We have one Heavenly Father, and we have been born of the Holy Spirit for Eternal life.Through faith in Jesus Christ, we have Eternal life, which has already begun. Even if it is interrupted by someone’s death, it will be restored and will continue at the Second Coming of Christ. And Christ is coming! Amen.When you form a group in your region to study together in this School, you do not know very well those who have decided to study with you. Each of you has your own distinctive qualities and abilities. Some like to write a great deal; some prefer only to read; others prefer to listen. Some are tired of everything and are seeking rest, while others are ready to lead us all toward new discoveries and put new ideas into practice. Each person has their own view of things and their own opinion about one event or another.We have all been created for one another unto good works.We have gathered here to learn to love one another, to respect the opinions of others, and to be kind and patient. And this is possible.We have been given the threefold promise, “Love one another.” Three times Jesus declares to us that we will succeed, because He desires to see this in us; otherwise, He would not have commanded us to do it. God will fulfill this promise in our lives because He sees our desire to learn it.It is possible that rule-breakers will appear in the group, or that someone may be very emotional, cheerful, or very radical and begin disrupting order with their revelations. I ask you to respect their opinions and not enter into unnecessary arguments. Establish rules for yourselves and write them down if it becomes necessary to introduce them.Each of us is a unique and unrepeatable person. Everyone has their own destiny, difficulties, and past, about which we know nothing. Perhaps someone is struggling with sin and does not know the way out. We are called to love, and love respects a person’s choice and freedom, even though it hates sin.The Lord will certainly allow various difficulties and disagreements here as well in order to teach us something. Therefore, do not be troubled when trials come. Love covers all things.It is very important to understand the direction of our studies: I am learning to love. These arrows must be directed from my heart toward all those near me in your group. And I believe that the arrows of love and friendship from the other participants will touch you as well.The process has begun, and it cannot be stopped. The goal has been established, and we will reach it. The most powerful Force in the entire Universe has been given to help us. We are entering a boundless ocean called Love. May its waters wash every impurity from our hearts and make us clean and fit for Eternity.To respect means to esteem each person as better than yourself, to see in that person someone you can admire and from whom you can learn. Whoever among you desires to be greatest, let that person be the servant of all.I believe that very soon you will see for yourselves how harmoniously Jesus can bring together different people who share a good common goal.Have a blessed journey, friends.I have understood this truth for myself: not everyone wants to know my opinion on one matter or another. Therefore, I am in no hurry to share my revelations with those who do not need them. There is a time to keep silence and a time to speak. The time has come to love.The purpose of this lesson is to understand that I am not alone here. I am surrounded by those who are waiting for the time when I learn to love them and can freely express my feelings without being embarrassed before the friends around me.Please read Romans 12:4–5, 10; 14:5; John 15:17; Ephesians 4:1–3; 2:10; Colossians 3:12; Philippians 2:3; James 1:2–6; and Isaiah 66:8–10 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Why is it important to remember and take into account each person’s individual characteristics when communicating? How can we learn to respect another person’s opinion? Give a definition: what does it mean to respect someone? What should you do if people do not listen to you?Lesson 4. Punctuality
We live in a world of time. It was given to us after the Fall. We managed to divide it into hours, then into minutes, seconds, and microseconds. Whereas twelve o’clock in the afternoon once meant approximately an hour earlier or later, today it means 12:00 precisely.If you live in Switzerland for a while, you will be surprised by how meticulously and precisely everything is calculated there. In Japan, one minute means one minute consisting of sixty seconds—and no more.And yet we also live in the spiritual world, which has its own rules and laws. When I arrange to meet God at a certain time and then arrive late, I thereby express my lack of reverence for Him. He is kind; He will understand and forgive, but the fact remains that I consider myself more important than Him.Self-discipline is very important in every area of life, and especially in spiritual life. Punctuality is welcomed in every society, even among the good angels. If I enter into an agreement with someone, I am expected to fulfill my obligations according to that agreement.If I agree upon a particular time, my presence is expected at that time.I live in a country where all relationships are built upon trust. Documents here hardly even have official seals, because people do not need them. My word carries great weight, and my signature guarantees that I agree with or will fulfill what I have signed.By entering this School of Love, friends, you have undertaken the responsibility of studying this science properly. It is very multifaceted, complex, beautiful, and interesting. You cannot even imagine what you are coming into contact with. In this School we are given enormous advantages: to learn the laws of Eternity, to study them, and to live by them even now. This journey has begun, and we will complete it. Jesus has already prepared this road and will Himself teach us.Today, together with an answer to the homework, I received the following response from our friend:“This is a blessing. Yes. And you know, I write things down and reflect upon them, and in my heart I feel God’s support. I love His approval and the realization that you are doing something right—that quiet yet profound joy. I am certain that this work you have begun will bring good results for people.”I believe that many of you will experience something similar—and something even greater and better. This is only the beginning.Love fills the heart with happiness, and happiness draws me into friendship with those whom I can make happy. Most interesting of all, the love that we sow into one another sprouts and bears much fruit.By acting punctually, I express my respect and regard for the person with whom I am dealing.Write this down in your notebook: love is punctual, but it does not reproach those who do not understand this or have not learned it.I often attend various gatherings, and sometimes I am surprised that a schedule is issued, the beginning of a meeting is announced, and a time is set, yet almost no one arrives by that time—including the organizers themselves. I always wonder: do these people arrive this way for a train or airplane as well? But then I make myself smile, become filled with love, and rejoice that at some point we will begin anyway. It was difficult for me to understand why my brothers acted this way. I wanted to find an excuse for them and decide how I should properly relate to it. Then the Lord reminded me how many times I myself had arrived late to spiritual events and how He had received and blessed me. Afterward, He pointed me to the good Samaritan, who did not arrive at all where he was supposed to be. And I became calm. It is written of Jesus and of those who love God that they will not quench the smoking flax or break the bruised reed until they bring forth judgment unto victory. And only the one who loves is victorious. I do not know the true circumstances of these people; I do not know their struggles or motives. Perhaps they have become disappointed in everything and simply need a friend. Therefore, I do not judge anyone in any way.I was told about a missionary in Africa. He was hurrying to the beginning of a meeting, but his driver kept stopping beside every person and talking for a long time. When asked why he had stopped yet again, the driver calmly replied that he had not seen this woman for a long time, so he had asked about all ten of her children and could continue driving only after listening to her. The driver asked the missionary not to worry, because all the people would arrive later anyway. They arrived late, but the meeting hall was empty. After three hours of waiting, the hall filled with guests, and they began. With my European way of thinking, it is difficult for me to understand such an order of things, but God has His Own plans for these people, and He knows how to approach and address each one of them.And yet God teaches me to be punctual.Punctuality in small things teaches me diligence in greater things.Please read Isaiah 55:10–11; 1 Corinthians 14:40; Ecclesiastes 3:1–8; Philippians 2:3–4; Proverbs 21:5; Ephesians 5:15–16; and Philippians 1:10 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Do you like punctual people? Is punctuality connected with a person’s spirituality? What should a person do to become punctual? Can a punctual person be proud, unforgiving, or harsh?Lesson 5. Recognizing What Matters Most and Having a Goal
Every day we receive a great deal of information on many different subjects, and our brain tries to process it all, analyze it, draw conclusions, and convey to our consciousness the meaning of what we have heard. The information we receive begins to influence my heart, and a full heart gives a command to the mouth, so I begin telling everyone what I have filled myself with. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.In the spiritual world, an unceasing struggle is taking place for possession of the human mind. Two supernatural powers are in constant opposition. My mind is under continual attack, and I decide what I will feed it.Whatever I think about most—whatever fills my heart—becomes most important to me.Something new continually enters my life and begins to change my consciousness and adapt it to the situation that has developed. And I must decide what to do.Jesus gave timeless and perfectly appropriate counsel to those who are troubled by various problems and whose hearts seek an answer to the question of what they should do. We read in the Gospel of Matthew: “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” (Matthew 6:31–34).Amid this abundance of information, I have the opportunity to choose what I consider important, to fill my heart with it, and to make it the principal direction in which my thoughts and feelings move.I am aware of what is happening in the world, and in the light of the Bible I see that many signs of the times point to the soon Coming of Jesus.It is like traveling toward a particular destination and reading road signs that tell you the destination is drawing nearer and nearer. Meanwhile, various billboards urge you to stop, turn aside, and accept what they claim is more important. How fortunate are those who have a navigation system in the car that is set to the final destination and shows the best route from any location. If I make a wrong turn, the navigator does not scold me. It recalculates the route and offers to return me to the previous road, or it finds a new road by which I can reach the destination I have chosen. No matter how far away I may travel, the navigator tries to find a way out of every situation for me.If I enter the wrong destination, then no matter how correctly and obediently I drive, I will arrive exactly where I indicated, even though the road signs may tell me that I am moving in a completely different direction.Once I needed to reach an unfamiliar city, and I knew the general direction in which it lay. At that time there were no navigation systems or mobile phones. I had only a road map. I traveled along an unfamiliar road, relying upon intuition and my sense of direction, and I was certain that I was traveling correctly until I encountered a sign telling me that I was moving in the opposite direction, even though my feelings told me otherwise. Nevertheless, I decided to obey the sign and change my route. To my surprise, I reached my destination very quickly. This taught me to trust the signs.I have been given the Bible, the sure Word of God, as a road sign that shows me the best way to the final destination. If I follow its directions, I will certainly reach the goal established by God. The Holy Spirit, like a navigator, shows me the best route, using the Bible, spiritual literature, or other children of God with whom I have surrounded myself. My will makes the choice and, like an automobile, carries me toward the goal.The enemy of souls offers me a completely different direction and desires either to stop me or to break down my vehicle so that I will go nowhere.Love is the goal of my spiritual growth and personal development. If I set my heart upon reaching this goal and make it the main goal, I can clearly see what distracts me and can quickly sift out what is less important and leads me aside. My Heavenly Navigator continually points out the best way, but I myself must decide how I will proceed.The closer I come to the goal, the more clearly and fully I understand the advantage of reaching it. The path becomes more difficult, but the goal is seen more clearly. Its influence absorbs my whole being, and I joyfully desire to reach it.I see that the most important thing in my life is to know God and Jesus Whom He sent, to know God’s love and receive it into my heart, to become like Jesus in love and in trust in God’s words and promises. I choose this route and make it the main one.What is now distracting me from reaching the main goal? When I hear the call to learn love, what does the world offer me in exchange? What do I discuss with my friends and acquaintances? What fills my heart to overflowing?A war is being waged for my mind. I decide whom to listen to and where to go. During a crisis, Jesus remains the same loving Friend Who desires to help me understand what matters most, just as He was during favorable times. His blood has not lost its power to save and cleanse from the dominion of sin. Yet I alone decide what is most important to me. Information from outside may distract me from the main thing, but you and I must choose the final destination, my friend.My radio receiver will pick up the signals to which it is tuned. Which navigator will I choose for myself?Friends, a war is now being waged to make the events taking place in the world the most important thing to me. Will I drift with the current of this world, or will I choose another goal and regard it as most important?I choose love and decide to attain it. What will you choose?Please read Matthew 6:31; John 13:34–38; Psalm 119:105; Philippians 3:14; 1 Corinthians 9:25–27; 1 John 3:11; 4:21; Psalm 91:15; Romans 13:8; and John 21:15 in the light of our lesson. What is the main thought of the lesson? Read John 13:36–38. Why did Peter answer in this way? Whom does this remind you of? What is most important in your life? Please share. Why is it important to set a goal and follow it?Lesson 6. The Unheard New Commandment
Jesus lived for thirty years in Nazareth, where He was in favour with God and man, and the grace of God was upon Him. After this, He was called by the Father to His ministry. Another three and a half years passed, and His earthly mission approached its culmination. He knew what awaited Him, and Christ’s heart trembled. Just before His death, He called His twelve disciples to Himself and decided to reveal something very important to them. But first, He allowed Judas to make his final decision to betray Him and to leave them all.And so Jesus, knowing that His hour had come and that He would soon die for the sins of humanity, gathered the eleven disciples and decided to tell them something very important. How His heart ached with the realization that they would not hear Him—and that even if they heard, they would not understand! Nevertheless, He solemnly declared: “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34–35). He understood that they would not hear Him and, even if they heard, would not understand; yet He still hoped that they would at least pay attention. When He said this, Peter’s response confirmed His fears.Jesus gave some further instruction, and then He again proclaimed the commandment to love one another—and afterward proclaimed it once more.As we read the account of Christ’s life, we see that He taught, but He commanded nothing. Yet immediately before His death, He spoke the most important thing that had to be said before the crucifixion and had to enter the New Testament. And the word was spoken. The entire universe heard the command of the Son of God that from that time onward, all Christ’s followers were being given the most powerful force in the universe—Agape Love. Jesus commanded, “Love one another.” The original says, “Agape one another.” God’s Angels stood still in rapture: now the inhabitants of earth would become like God and love as He loves. How wonderful! But instead of cries of joy, they heard questions about completely different matters. Their astonishment knew no bounds. In this gift, God was offering them Himself and all Heaven, yet they did not hear.Jesus knew that they were not yet ready for such a turn of events, but He did not condemn them and gave them more detailed explanations. Over three and a half years, He had become accustomed to the disciples not immediately understanding the meaning of what He said. And He promised them Himself in the gift of the Holy Spirit. Heaven again rejoiced: through this gift, the inhabitants of earth, like the angels, would be directly connected with Jesus and have continual fellowship with Him, and through Him with the Father. It was impossible even to dream of a better condition! The human family would become one with the Heavenly family. People would become like God. They would love one another with Heavenly love! What joy!The entire invisible spiritual world listened with delight to every word of Jesus. The plan of Salvation and its continuing influence were being opened before the disciples.The instruction concluded with Jesus’ prayer, and the prayer itself concluded with a request for Heavenly love for Christ’s disciples.Heaven rejoiced; the prayer was answered. If the ransom for humanity from the dominion of sin was paid, then all the commands Jesus had given before the crucifixion would come into force, and the disciples would receive unlimited access to Heaven and to its treasures of God’s love and grace. At last, people would understand what happiness is. They would love one another—what a beautiful sight for all Heaven! In a world filled with sin, people like Jesus would live. They would possess agape love for one another and for their enemies, and through this gift they would reveal God’s character to the world.From that time onward, God’s character would be revealed to the world and restored in the human being.Only one thing remained: to ransom humanity from the power of eternal death. Jesus made His decision and courageously took this step.Read the commandments concerning love in chapters 13 and 15 of the Gospel of John. They speak of the same thing and sound like commandments, but they are expressed differently. Please read 1 John 4:7–12, 16, 20–21; 1 John 3:16; and Leviticus 19:18 in the light of our lesson. Why did Jesus pronounce the commandment of love three times? Why did Peter not hear Jesus? Have you heard this commandment? How does a commandment differ from an ordinary rule?Lesson 7. Effort Is Necessary
Reflecting upon my path and the various stages of growth in Christ throughout my life, I can say that I passed through different milestones in my spiritual growth. In 1993, I accepted Christ as my personal Savior and made Him the Most Important One in my life. Two years later, I was baptized in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Throughout that time, I studied the Bible and the few spiritual books that were being published and reached me during that period. I then understood the danger that television posed to my spiritual life and decided to have nothing to do with it. However, I did not know how to remove it from my home, but I decided to make what was most important the most important thing.In 1998, I bought a computer and began learning to use it. I immediately noticed how much time working with this new technology consumed—and that it took this time away from what was most important. I decided to keep what was most important as the most important thing, while also learning about the electronic world, working two jobs, and raising a young daughter. I lived in the countryside and greatly appreciated its advantages.In 1999, I discovered the Internet and its opportunities for evangelism. Very little time remained for life itself. Yet I decided to make what was most important the most important thing. Although electronic life consumed much time, I learned to save time so that with little expenditure I could receive great advantages.Afterward, I moved to a city, and later to another city.Throughout that time, my whole life was a struggle for survival. Constant financial difficulties compelled me to work a great deal. Evangelism on the Internet consumed much time, yet I also wanted to read, have fellowship with God, meet with friends, and be with my family. I made an effort to grow and develop in the spiritual world as well.Every morning, continually, I sought God and held on to Him with all my strength.But in 2009, a real and comprehensive crisis entered my life, and I understood that something had to change, although I did not know what. I began asking for love, and God began to answer.This is where the most interesting part began. It seemed that all the forces of evil had come crashing down upon me. Temptations and trials pressed upon me from every side, yet I was happy that I loved and was at peace in Jesus. Everything I undertook for my spiritual development and formation was destined for success, and God’s love was always with me. In it, I became victorious.By 2010, smartphones had appeared. At first, I saw them as a great evil for my spiritual nature and wanted nothing to do with them. I preferred reading books and using a computer. What was most important remained the most important thing in my life. I fought for my spiritual purity and won victories in spiritual battles.Later, however, I noticed that a smartphone could save me time, and I decided to own one.In 2014, I purchased a new Samsung phone, which I immediately gave away because I could not afford such a luxury, and I bought a Chinese model instead. A digital boom began in my mind. I understood what danger a person could carry in his pocket if he did not keep his fleshly desires under control. I began making an effort not to fall into temptation, and I made what was most important the most important thing in my life.Every morning, I place myself in God’s hands and live with Him throughout the day, quietly rejoicing in our fellowship. I have learned to give everything to Him and to resolve every task and problem with Him. This requires even greater effort, but it is not difficult, because I desire it and have made it the most important thing. In response to our relationship, He gives me His love, which makes my struggle against sin so easy—but not without effort.I understood something very important in the School of Love: merely listening to and reading about love is not enough, although that too is necessary. Sometimes a person must also get up in order to do something, decide and accomplish something, promise something and fulfill it.I studied the laws of wealth and business management and learned how to earn money, but love does not allow me to accumulate wealth in this world; its treasures are stored in another place. Although I have so many opportunities to become rich, I become rich toward God and make what is most important the most important thing.Matthew 11:12 says: “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” This is indeed so.In our day, the digital world has become part of life, and it can no longer be removed; this is a fact. But my phone can become my enemy if I do not know what is most important to me. It can deprive me of spiritual strength and of the desire to make an effort to obtain what is most important by offering me an easy life. You touch the little screen, lie down on the couch, and simply lie there listening—or, even better, watching. And you know everything. Wonderful! What would Solomon have written about this? Vanity, all is vanity. Or, more precisely: emptiness, emptiness of emptiness.I believe that a profound meaning is embedded in the terms used for the Internet and social media: the World Wide Web and social network. These things are intended to catch someone in them and, once caught, make that person their victim. Here effort is needed simply to avoid becoming dull-minded amid the abundance of information, to make what is most important the most important thing, and to remain steadfast in this to the end. This requires effort. It requires superhuman effort, and such effort is available to us. Its name is love, happiness, and friendship in Christ Jesus.Please read Matthew 11:12; Romans 12:11; Matthew 6:33–34; Philippians 4:13; 3:14; and Matthew 7:14 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? What does it mean to take it by force? What does this look like in your life? What effort does the Lord expect from you? What does the enemy offer in order to deprive me of spiritual strength? How can we free ourselves from the dangerous influence of television and the computer? What help does the Lord offer us? See Revelation 3:18.Lesson 8. What Is Love?
It is very important for all of us to understand what kind of love is being discussed here, what it is like, what it consists of, and how it can be revealed and known.It is impossible to give a full and exhaustive answer to the question of our lesson all at once. I have been writing about this for many years and understand that I have only just begun to uncover something. Yet how many facets of the diamond of love still need to be discovered in my life and made my own!Nevertheless, I will try to explain the essence of love, and in all the lessons that follow, I will reveal its depth comprehensively.It is written that God is Love, and he who abides in love abides in God. This is the key to understanding.When agape love begins to reign in my heart, at first there is no explanation for this phenomenon. Everything seems to be going well, but better than before. God becomes more real, closer, and dearer. I feel Him within me, but I cannot understand where He is. He blends what is His with what is mine, gives me the right to choose, and acts on the basis of my decisions or requests.Salvation is me in Christ and the knowledge of God’s will and the beauty of His character within my mind and heart.Love is Christ in me. It is fellowship with God and the knowledge of Him already within me. It is the complete presence of God in my heart and mind, a clear and comprehensive understanding of truth, and at the same time the complete granting of freedom to choose my own path, decisions, and actions. Yet love leads me to action in such a way that, as I fulfill God’s will and obey the law, I fulfill the desire of my own heart and do so with joy.Love is the lamp of my heart, which cannot be hidden, which shines within me, and which is visible to everyone.Love becomes a target for the forces of evil and brings many trials into my life, but the Lord is my shield, my salvation, and my victory within me. In answer to Jesus’ prayer, He keeps my heart from evil, giving me the opportunity to be His witness in this world.Love is gold tried in the fire of trials, with which I can pay for every service rendered by my friends, my fellow believers, my God, my enemies, and my neighbors. With this wealth, I pay the servants of the evil one for all the problems and curses they bring into my life and for every desire they have to rob, kill, and destroy me. I have nothing else to give them in return, so I give them love.Love is a currency that will never lose its value. What I acquire here in earthly life will make me very rich in Eternity. The interest from my earthly savings will continually replenish my Heavenly account throughout endless life among holy beings.Love is the harmony of God and the human being within me. I was created for love, and when I entered this path, I simply agreed with my Creator’s original plan and became part of His complex mechanism of the beautiful Universe.My body is built from love, and when my mind and heart are joined to the Source of love, my life enters into absolute harmony with nature and makes me fit in every area of my being for a happy life in Jesus.Love restores physical, emotional, and spiritual balance.Love is the sum of all the perfections provided by God for my spiritual development and perfection.This description can be continued endlessly. I simply look into my heart and share what has accumulated there. There is no need to invent anything; we need only take what is there and give it to others.And the Head of all this is Christ. Love is the result of our close relationship with Him.But it must be chosen, purchased, and tenderly preserved—and this is possible for everyone.Please read Philippians 2:13; Colossians 3:14; 1 John 4:7–16; Romans 13:8; Romans 5:5; and 1 Corinthians 12:31 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? What kind of love is being discussed? What does Philippians 2:13 have to do with our subject? How do you understand 1 John 4:16? What currency will exist in Heaven? For what purpose were we created? What is Agape Love? What is love: a relationship, a skill, a quality, a fruit, a person, a pink heart, a smile, emotions, a principle, a law, freedom from the law, mercy, or justice? Read 1 Corinthians 12:30. How can we find the more excellent way, what is this way, and where does it lead?Lesson 9. Acknowledging the Need
The human being was created by Love for love. Humanity was created in the image and likeness of God. The Creator placed the law of love within every cell of our being. But by sinning, humanity lost the harmony of love, and selfishness entered our world.We are born into this world having inherited from our first parents a sinful nature in which God’s love cannot dwell at the same time.But God has a plan for each of us. God gave His Son in order, through Him, to reveal His character to people and restore it within them. With Christ’s death and resurrection, this plan came into effect.Agape love became available to everyone who believes in the Son of God. Immediately before His death, Jesus gave us the commandment to love one another, opening the way to this Eternal love. It can come quietly and unnoticed and, having fulfilled its purpose, depart just as quietly. It can be requested for special occasions, used for good, and forgotten. It can modestly settle in a person’s heart and wait for the hour when it has an opportunity to manifest its power, yet remain unused throughout that person’s entire life. Love waits for a person to understand that it exists, that it is available, and that it can be possessed. It is not granted for perpetual use merely because a person was born into this world. Love is conditional in its reception and is obtained in all its fullness only by those who have believed in Jesus and acknowledged Him as their Savior and Lord, by those who desire to live according to the rules of Eternal life in obedience to God and His law.Yet despite all its strength and authority to accomplish whatever it desires, love waits for a person to exercise the will through the decision and desire to love—the desire to possess this great power for victory over sin and personal selfishness.God has a great abundance of love, and He desires to endow everyone with its power, but He cannot do this without the person’s consent.We need to ask and understand what we are asking for. We must thirst for this love. At the same time, it is very important to realize that if I ask for this power as a feeling, if I desire to sense its presence, then I will receive exactly what I ask for—but not at all what Agape Love actually is. On the other hand, if I thirst to have the One Who is Love and also desire to receive the power to love, then I receive this in all its fullness.I have nothing. I can only acknowledge this. But acknowledgment alone does not give me the right to receive. Only when I realize my poverty and my need for this power, when I thirst and desire with all my heart to have this gift of God in Jesus, and when I ask God for it, will I receive what was promised, because the Most High will not be able to resist such a request.The principle is this: whoever thirsts for the Son will receive everything together with Him.The one who receives the Son but does not thirst for love may lose both Him and love.I want to be understood correctly. I will give an illustration. Two young people, a man and a woman, fell in love and decided to have an intimate relationship. Outside of marriage, this is called fornication. They wanted to do everything correctly, so they married and received one another. Time passed, and the young couple understood that they had an intimate relationship, but there was no love. Where there is no love, problems begin. Where there are problems, there appear those who are right and those who are guilty. The spouses live with this burden while dreaming of happiness. Yet the essence of marriage does not consist in receiving each other’s body and a helper for life, building a house, or having children. It consists in the deep and intimate knowledge of the person with whom you live. Without this knowledge, it is difficult to build a harmonious relationship. When I understand that my spouse is seriously interested in me as a person and is doing everything possible to understand and discover me more fully, I begin to open myself and to discover my spouse. We become one whole. Our love for one another acquires strength and constancy. It becomes desirable. When I love my life companion, I trust, and then I know how I can love my neighbors and enemies.This does not come unexpectedly or by accident. A person must strive for it, make an effort, and do everything possible to build the little house of happiness. Those who have or have had families will understand me.Now let us apply these reflections to our relationship with Christ. Do I need His power working through love, or do I need Him Himself? Do I want to become the possessor of agape, or do I desire a close relationship with Jesus—to know Him as a Friend, as Lord, as my Savior and Husband? What do I need? What do I thirst for?To receive from God the power to overcome and then tell others about this victory, while remaining weak and defenseless for future battles, is not a very good prospect. But if I have the One Who is my strength, my victory, and my love, then I have the opportunity to be victorious in every war.What, then, should I ask for? I should ask for what my soul thirsts for. I may ask for the gift, or I may ask for the Giver—or first ask for thirst for this gift. But do I thirst for anything?The very fact that I have enrolled in the School of Agape Love gives me an advantage in receiving this Love and learning to use it. The status of a student gives God special authority to teach me this love by endowing me with this power. The Lord is the true Teacher. But everything begins with personal prayer to my God. Acknowledging that there is no love within me, that I have a great need for agape love, for Jesus, and for the knowledge of the Eternal One is, in God’s eyes, very convincing evidence that He needs to give this to me. God has already promised to give it to those who thirst and to pour it upon the parched ground. And He will fulfill His word.The Lord is waiting for my prayers. He waits in order to give. He longs to see the parched ground so that He may pour upon it. When my desire unites with His will, I receive what I ask for and thirst for.Love comes quietly, but faith sees it and rejoices, carefully receiving it and beginning to use it. Jesus becomes so dear and close that no one else is needed, because no one better than Him exists. Yet He seems to say that it is not good for man to be alone: “I will give you those to whom you will give My love and whom you will raise to a happy life. Ask for more, and you will receive.”What should I do? Ask. This is the next step of faith.Please read Isaiah 44:3; 45:3; 55:1; Matthew 5:3; Revelation 21:6; John 7:37–38; and Matthew 7:7–8 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Does your soul thirst for love? What prevents a person from receiving the gift of love? Have you understood the difference between asking in prayer for the gift of love and asking for the Giver of love?Lesson 10. Growth in Love
How many songs have been sung about love! How many sermons have been preached! How many books have been written! How many hearts love has changed! And how many prayers for this gift ascend to the throne of grace. First John 4:8 says: “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”When Jesus gave the commandment of love, He knew that many of His followers would not pay attention to it at first and would take it for granted. The Lord proclaimed this commandment again and again, and He gave it special emphasis. The very command to love one another already contains the promise that this will be possible—that God will give strength to everyone who consciously decides to obey this word. God desires us to love one another. He desires to see this gift within us. Love is not merely a feeling; Love is Jesus Himself within the human being.If the commandment were expressed as it actually is—“Have God and give God to one another”—I believe Christians would have particular difficulties and disagreements in interpreting such a command. But when it speaks of love, the commandment becomes understandable even to a child.“Does God want to give us love?” This is a strange question, but it is asked quite often and always remains relevant. The answer is affirmative: “Yes.” But why, then, is the question asked, “How can I receive it?” This means that not everything is so simple. If it were simple, there would be no need to teach it. You would ask, receive, and love. Although this is essentially how it is, a person must first grow to this point.God longs for all of us to become perfect in love. When I make this the goal of my life, the Lord begins to lead me toward this goal and brings me to it.In the world, as in my body, the law of sin and the law of the flesh dominate. From morning until evening, worldly principles attack us. We are taught that we must live for ourselves and do everything for our own pleasure. In return, however, a person receives emptiness. This emptiness does not satisfy the soul or bring peace to the heart, and when death knocks at the door of your life, fear comes.But there is no fear in love. Love has set itself in opposition to the world and the flesh. Love reveals the true nature of God.God hears every prayer for love and answers it. But we must understand a very important rule. If a child asks his father to make him an adult, he simply does not understand that this is possible but will be completely fulfilled only after he grows up and learns many things. When a person is born, no one asks why that person cannot walk, speak, or read. In exactly the same way, when a person is born again, it is wrong to expect perfection in love immediately. A person must grow to this point. Yet the pace of spiritual growth differs for every believer, and for some it may even stop. A person’s status or title is irrelevant, because perfect love is the fullness of growth and perfection for every believer.Love is the deep knowledge of God within oneself. It is the complete harmony of life with Jesus; it is fellowship with the Holy Spirit; it is the abundance that is available only to an adult. When reflecting and speaking about love, we must not diminish it or reduce it to the intellect of a child. Love is the bond of perfectness. Colossians 3:14 says: “And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.”Would you entrust a child to drive a car independently? Would you place a chainsaw in the child’s hands to cut down a forest? This is possible if your hand is also holding the steering wheel or the handle of the saw. God knows better than we do what to give and entrust to us, and at what time. Therefore, He leads us toward this perfection, but He leads each person in His Own way. My desire to live in love and possess it accelerates this process.No one who plants a seed in the ground expects an immediate result from its growth—the appearance of fruit. The same is true of love. We must learn love and become perfected in it.Sometimes, however, God seats each of us upon His knees and places in our hands the steering wheel called Agape so that we may experience all the power and beauty of this journey and desire to learn to handle Agape perfectly. But His hand also holds this steering wheel and is always ready to correct our course in order to protect us from an accident.We have already entered this path, and the goal is clear. Shall we continue?Please read Mark 4:26–29; Luke 2:52; 1 John 4:8; Ephesians 4:12–16; Psalm 31:19; Matthew 6:27; 1 Peter 1:8–9; and 2 Peter 1:5–8 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Is Agape Love a gift from Heaven? Is it possible to learn it? Does God want to give us Love? Why did God not create beings who love and are incapable of doing otherwise, thereby excluding the possibility of a fall? Do you enjoy loving? How does agape love differ from the love that exists in this world?Lesson 11. God Answers Prayers for Love
Friends, if you could imagine how wonderful it is to love and abide in love, to live by it, give it, plead for it, respond with it, place it into every undertaking, and simply love at all times, you would probably make it the main goal of your life immediately and move confidently toward it.But we live in an age of speed, and we want to receive everything immediately and in abundance. If we live in a civilized environment, all the benefits of the world and everything necessary for life are within easy reach. The Internet enables a person to learn everything quickly and remain informed about everything, and it is unique in that it belongs to no one. Each of us can become a blogger and gather like-minded people in order to share our revelations and opinions. All this and much more has taught us that we can very quickly become owners of many things and valuables with little expenditure of time and effort. The banking system is prepared to lend you any amount if you prove that you are able to repay it or can offer something as collateral. All these so-called benefits of civilization have taught us to receive the immediate satisfaction of all our needs.Therefore, when I hear the message that God desires to give me love and teach me to use it, I become inspired by this idea and immediately run to Him, offering the most fervent prayers and believing that it will become mine as well. But the answer is silence—such silence that my ears begin to ring. I again listen to those who possess love and truly live in this condition, and again I go to God and ask, but He seems silent. I pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit, yet nothing supernatural takes place in my life. I begin to wonder: what is the problem? Why does God not answer? Why do I not possess what the person speaking about it possesses? It is very difficult for me to understand this. I may even lose heart and become disappointed. But if I continue persistently asking God for what He has promised to give, my faith begins to grow, and I understand that God delays in nothing. If everything does not happen so quickly, it is because some things need time to mature and become visible.God answers prayers for love. He hears all my requests and takes note of them. He is very wise and therefore makes no mistakes. From the beginning, God knows what will be at the end of this world and of my life. He does not always hurry to answer, but He always answers as He considers necessary. He is faithful to His promises, and His Word accomplishes what proceeded from His mouth.When I ask for agape love, I receive an immediate answer. All Heaven is set in motion, and I begin to be prepared to receive the fullness of this gift of Heaven. I am given a seed of love that God will cultivate in my heart, and in time I will be able to bear much fruit if I carefully preserve this treasure and care for it. But I myself must plant this seed in my heart, while God causes it to grow.There are prayers that receive an immediate answer: requests for the forgiveness of sins and for Jesus to take all my cares upon Himself. My faith in the fulfillment of these requests gives me the right to receive an immediate answer. This teaches me that God is swift in everything. Yet in the request for love, in practice, everything does not happen as quickly as I imagine. There are prayers to which God says “no,” “wait,” or “yes,” and there are requests concerning which He remains silent in order to test my faith and true motives.A prayer for love, for the reception of this gift, corresponds to God’s dream for me. He probably waits for this prayer more than anything else in the world. To Him it sounds like this: “Lord, be my Husband.” And He wants to understand what lies behind these words.If I desire to create a family, it is very important for me to understand the true motive of my chosen bride—to understand what she needs. Does she want me myself, my body, my possessions, my connections and influence? Perhaps she fears loneliness or desires to have children. I understand that our world is deceptive and that an improper goal may be concealed behind visible affection and attraction. Therefore, a desire arises to test everything and understand who is before you. Time spent in fellowship and shared activities reveals many aspects of a person’s soul and forms a firm understanding of that person’s true motives and goals. I see this and decide what to do. Sometimes goals that were selfish at first grow into true love and affection during the course of friendship, because I come to know the person more closely and open myself to that person.God prepares my heart through various circumstances of life, then draws me to Jesus, sends me light and hope, grants me His grace and the gift of repentance, sees my desire to love, and gives me the seed of love. He asks me to plant this seed in my heart so that, when I do so, He may begin to cultivate it. How can I plant a seed in my heart? This happens when I understand that love has been planted in this place and that it will grow if I tenderly care for this plant. This is a conscious action that cannot happen accidentally or against my will. I understand what is growing within me, and I wait for the fruit.God’s dream for me has been set in motion, and He will do everything on His part, while my part depends only upon me.Please read Hebrews 11:6; Philippians 1:6; Matthew 7:16–20; 21:43; Mark 4:20; Luke 6:43–44; and 13:6–9 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Is it worthwhile to ask God for something that you cannot immediately understand? Is the comparison between the growth of love in the heart and the growth of plants in nature clear to you? Will God answer your request for love? Have you already prayed for this? Is it worthwhile to believe that you will receive what you expect, even if at first you feel nothing?Lesson 12. What Do I Receive in Love?
It is very important to understand what love gives me and what I receive together with this gift.Love is the most precious Heavenly treasure; nothing greater or more valuable exists or ever will exist. Yet it is offered to us very unobtrusively and given with great care and tenderness. When granting love, the Lord perfectly controls how I perceive it and my ability to receive it. My interest, understanding, thirst, and desire to possess it are all taken into account. Perhaps no other biblical gift of Heaven receives such close attention as the gift of love, when a person’s true needs and necessities are examined.By asking God for love, I am essentially expressing my desire to become one with Him, to enter into a marriage covenant with Him, and to know Him so closely and deeply that it is difficult even to describe.A person may ask for love indirectly. This happens when I pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and for His power to meet my spiritual needs; when I ask Jesus to become my Friend and to live in my heart in all His fullness; when I ask the Father to reveal the beauty of His law, His character, and His glory; and when I ask for power to overcome sin and harmful habits. Yet indirect requests can limit God and restrain Him from pouring out the fullness of love. In this gift, I receive everything listed above and much more that love conceals and carries within itself.For example, if one considers my attempts over several years to describe love in human language according to my understanding, my inability to reveal all its variety, depth, and breadth becomes evident. I have managed to describe only a small part of the greatness and beauty of love. If volume is used as the measure of comparison, all my accounts are a little puddle within a vast ocean. Yet this meager human knowledge has an advantage. The tiny puddle is connected to the ocean of God’s love, and therefore it will never dry up, never lose its power, and never cease to exist. Perhaps I am diminishing it, but it is better to be humble and continually need God’s love than to overestimate my abilities and become self-confident. In any case, I cannot imagine self-confidence in love; such a thing simply cannot exist.Love contains all the blessings and treasures of Heaven. It brings everything into Heavenly harmony; it is beautiful and calm. Love is like a quiet river whose waters appear very smooth and harmless. When you place an obstacle in its way, it flows around it. You immerse yourself in it, and it hides and absorbs you while allowing you to remain yourself. You build a dam, and the water rises, fills every open space, reaches the edges, pours downward as a waterfall, and calmly continues flowing. A river has no obstacles except fierce frost capable of penetrating to its very depths and binding everything with ice. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. In every other circumstance, love does what God gives it to me to do.In the gift of love, I receive God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Each of Them abides within me in all His fullness, while leaving me an ordinary human being with my inherent weaknesses, concerns, and needs, but with a completely different consciousness. Life’s priorities change, spiritual values come to the forefront of my mind, and I become a truly free person. God receives authority in my heart to write His laws upon it, place right thoughts within it, order my life, protect me in a special way from evil in this world, carry me in His arms, and exert His influence through me. God does not advertise me, but He accomplishes in my life what pleases Him.Life in love becomes truly romantic and interesting. I love—and it brings such joy; it is so beautiful, so mysterious, and so delightful! Sometimes I ask, “Is this really me?”God is generous in His gifts, but when He decides to give Himself in response to my desire to possess Him in the gift of love, He studies me very carefully and weighs everything, taking my true motives and needs into account. My thirst to have God and live in love, my desire to possess this love—all of this, which proceeds from Him, gives me the right and gives Him the authority to satisfy my desire and adorn my life with Himself.God is great in love. Yet He remains very humble and quiet, awaiting every opportunity to reveal Himself.Because there is no form or majesty in Him and nothing evident to attract our gaze, the problem arises that we do not understand the full value of this gift of Heaven. Yet love exists; it is eternal and great in its might, although people value it little and do not greatly desire it. But I specifically choose love, becoming its rightful possessor. God clothes me in it and admires what I have become. He shows me to His angels and rejoices over the new masterpiece of His love.Please read Ephesians 3:16–19; John 13:34–35; 1 Peter 1:22; and 1 Corinthians 13:1–8 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Do you desire to become the possessor of something greater than you that cannot be contained within your consciousness? Do you believe that love is available to everyone who thirsts for it and asks for it? Why does the Lord not give the gift of love indiscriminately to everyone? Why does the Lord desire, more than we do, to give us what we do not desire to receive or ask for? What does a person receive in the gift of love?Lesson 13. The Sequence of Receiving Love
Every good undertaking has a plan. This plan shows the sequence of the process, making it possible to see mistakes, miscalculations, gaps, excesses, and deficiencies in advance. It is not difficult for a person to quickly identify a violation when something does not proceed according to plan.Does God have a plan concerning the reception of love? Yes, and it is clearly presented in chapter 15 of the Gospel of Luke, in the parable of the prodigal son.This account partially describes the process of maturation itself and the steps that determine the stages of readiness in making decisions.Understanding that your Father is rich and great, and desiring to possess these treasures for your own benefit. Receiving the Father’s riches and the freedom to use them at your own discretion. Yet a wrong choice was made and sin was committed. Spiritual poverty and hunger. Realizing a special need for spiritual blessing. Searching for information that satisfies spiritual thirst. Tasting the products offered by the world. I came to myself. (The key word is “I.”) Remembering the blessings the Father possesses and comparing that life with the present condition. Making the decision to return to the Father and repent. I arose and went. (The key word is “went.”) My acceptance by the Father. My repentance. Receiving all Heavenly blessings, riches, authority, and status. Being misunderstood by relatives and those close to me, and encountering their open hostility and dislike.Every student in the School of Christ passes through all these stages. This is God’s plan for us, for our spiritual formation and growth. This plan is designed in such a way that harmony cannot be attained by skipping any of the points listed. God desires me to evaluate correctly the potential of my opportunities, the danger of the world, and the power of grace. He desires to see thirst within me as I recognize my spiritual poverty. God seeks to deal not with insane people who are enchanted by the temptations of the world and unaware of the ruinous nature of their condition, but with those who understand what is happening and where they are.Making a decision is a very good thing. Yet a person may spend an entire lifetime doing nothing, merely dreaming about changes and reflecting upon victories and future achievements. At some point, a person must simply arise and go toward the goal, setting tasks along the way to attain it. Jesus Himself says, “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,” making it clear that merely desiring is not enough; action is also necessary. If I have chosen love and its attainment, it is difficult for me to make a mistake and fail to reach the goal. It is like being afraid of missing the ocean when jumping with a parachute.At the same time, it is very important for me to acknowledge that I am wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked, because this is exactly what I truly am.My Heavenly Father has long been waiting for me in order to receive me into the embrace of His love and give me more than I ask. He desires to enrich me, clothe me, endow me with authority, and then share a meal with me. Does this parable not remind us of the message to Laodicea?I will not be able to avoid hostility from those close to me; it will accompany me everywhere. Yet my status in the Father’s eyes will support me and protect me from evil.At some point, I will begin sharing with other people the love of God that I have received, and I will even begin explaining how easily it can be obtained. But before promising something to those near me, I must remember my own path and understand the stage at which my student presently stands.There will also be those who have a great advantage over me because they have never lived in the world and are pure in their conduct. Yet sin may once have damaged their minds as well. These people also need God’s plan of healing, and they too must pass through every stage of restoration in order to receive Heavenly blessings. The Father tells them, “All that I have is thine.” Yet something is lacking in these people, and therefore everything does not proceed according to plan.But publicans and harlots believe in the plan, follow it, and receive.I do not desire to upset or humiliate anyone, but I ask each person to examine their heart and understand where they are, whether they are upon a dangerous path, and where the Eternal way is, so that they may enter it and walk in it while preserving purity and holiness.God always has exceptions to the rules, yet there is also a plan of Salvation according to which He acts quite predictably and faithfully in order to save everyone and give love to those who come, ask, and believe.Please read Romans 2:4; Luke 15:11–24; Revelation 3:14–22; and Philippians 2:13 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? At what stage of growth did you see yourself? In what way is the parable similar to the message to Laodicea? Do you believe that the Heavenly Father receives you when you decide to come to Him? What did you like about this lesson? Are you ready for far-reaching changes in your life?Lesson 14. Ask, and It Shall Be Given You
I will tell you an example from my life. It is your birthday, and as your friend I have decided to congratulate you and give you a present. While thinking about what to give you, I decide that the greatest and best thing I possess is myself. I make a plan, anticipate your surprise, rejoice over it in my heart, feel excited, and come to you in order to present it all. Words of congratulations, my wishes, and words of blessing are spoken, and then I say, “And now the gift!” Seeing my empty hands, you wait in surprise to discover what it will be. Then I say: “I give you myself. I give you eight hours of my life and my abilities, which you may use at your own discretion during the year until your next birthday, within the bounds of decency and God’s law.” And I watch you. I am very interested to learn how you will receive it, whether you will be concerned, and how you will decide to use this gift. I give you time to think and return home.From my experience, I can say that I remained unneeded throughout the entire year, although I knew very well how I could serve these people, because they were involved in a building project and were paying me for my services. Throughout the year, I reminded them of my gift and waited.What would you do with me, my friend, if I gave you such a gift? Whatever you may answer, I know for certain that when you personally hear such words, the reality of carrying them out will differ from what you are planning now. A living person stands before you, ready to devote part of his life to you. You need only decide and ask me to fulfill what I promised—what I have already given.Now let us imagine Another Person—our dear Heavenly Friend Jesus. He loved me when I was still a sinner and did not know Him. For my sake He came into this world, died in my place for my sins, rose again, and became available to me at any time. He gave me a great many promises that He is always ready to fulfill, waiting for me to learn about them and begin asking. And the greatest gift He possesses for me on the day of my spiritual birth is Himself. He gives me not eight hours of His life and services, but all His time and all of Himself for all Eternity. Jesus does not hide from me by turning off His phone. He stands at the door of my heart and knocks, calls, and tenderly reminds me of Himself.Jesus waits and watches me attentively. He anticipates the joy of an opened door and my desire to have Him. He promises to feed me with something delicious and beneficial. Together with Himself, He offers to give me all His authority and the wisdom to use it.What does He hear in response? “Oh, how wonderful! How pleasant it is to know this! It is like a life preserver in case of disaster.” Is that all? Is this how I answer God’s promises? What more can He offer me?Jesus understood that in our lives we would encounter many difficulties and focus our attention upon them so completely that we would forget all God’s promises of help and blessing. Understanding all this, He taught us to seek and find, to ask and receive, and to knock so that the door would be opened to us. This account contains hope of receiving the fullness of love. It is not hidden behind seven seals. It exists and waits to be claimed. Love has already been promised to everyone; it need only be taken.The question is, “How?” Ask, and it shall be given you. What will be given is a true, Heavenly, Eternal treasure. Love has been promised, commanded, and offered from all God’s heart. God Himself is embodied in it in all His fullness and beauty.I am being watched in order to understand what I will do with this Gift.What prevents me from asking God to fulfill His promise? My modesty, my unbelief, or my indifference?Time will tell.But many of God’s promises are conditional because they are limited by a particular period established by the Giver. He calls this the time of grace, and it will one day end for many of His friends. The validity of the promise will expire, the doors will close forever, and the righteous will continue to practice righteousness on one side of the door while all other people remain outside.What should I do? “Ask, and it shall be given you” is also a promise of Jesus that gives hope and opens many prospects for growth.I will return to my experience. When I gave myself, I assumed that my abilities in construction and repair would most likely be needed. But somewhere deep within my soul, I understood that I possessed something more valuable and precious than the ability to work. A hope glowed within my heart that this very thing would be desired. Yet our expectations and dreams are not always fulfilled.What does God expect from us when He offers Himself?Love waits for its new possessor. It has given itself for perpetual use. It is very interested to know whether it will be needed and, if so, for what purpose.Please read Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7–11; Luke 11:5–10; and 1 John 3:23 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Do you believe that you will certainly receive love if you begin asking God for it? Do you think God will give us what He desires to see within us? Do you expect that you will begin to feel the appearance and manifestation of love within your heart? Why must we ask for it? Why does the Lord not give it freely to everyone without a request? Are there any special prayers for love, or may we ask for it in our own words?Lesson 15. The Spiritual World
The spiritual world is invisible to the human eye, but it is just as real as the physical world. It has its own statutes, order, patterns, and mysteries. What takes place in the world of spirits has a direct or indirect influence upon us, and this is always worth remembering. We need to keep the influence of the spiritual world upon us under control.Satan is mentioned rarely in the books of the Old Testament. They do not attach special significance to his influence; on the contrary, great emphasis is placed upon God’s power and human conduct.In the writings of the New Testament, however, we see a detailed account of the great controversy between Christ and Satan, and between Christians and evil spirits. We should not deny the presence of these invisible powers or diminish their influence. They exist, and they act according to the spiritual laws that give them authority over the human mind. At the same time, they must reckon with the laws that deprive them of strength and influence.In the world of spirits, there are two opposing armies: the Angels of Light led by Christ and the angels of darkness led by Lucifer. The Bible also calls the latter spiritual wickedness in high places.Our minds are continually subjected to attacks by evil spirits that seek access to our wills, and the will cannot exist independently. Our will must belong to someone and be closely connected with someone. Two powers desire to possess the human will. The first is Christ, Who gives a new heart. The second is the Flesh—the very sinful nature that we inherit when we are born into this world. And the will chooses to whom it will belong.Everything that proceeds from my mouth is very carefully examined and weighed in the spiritual world. As a result of this analysis, authority is given to one spirit or another to act within me. My conduct and deeds reveal which spirit possesses my will, while my true motive shows the spiritual world what drives me and who governs me.God offers me the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, and this gift has its own plan and principles. I must hear the Word of God, which gives faith and leads me to an awareness of sin and repentance for it. Repentance and the desire to change for the better, in turn, move me toward choosing the further process of my spiritual growth, made possible through the ordinance of baptism by water in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is a kind of marriage vow by which I show the entire spiritual world that from now on I belong to Christ and give God the authority and right to change me, defend me, teach me, protect me, instruct me, love me, discipline me, and exercise a special influence upon my mind and will. Yet I remain a free individual with the right to choose to whom my will will belong. But by virtue of the marriage vow, it now belongs to Christ, and every deviation in the relationship and the choice of another husband is regarded as spiritual adultery and carries serious consequences.Even after I have entered into the Covenant with God, the enemy of souls has authority to send me temptations and evil thoughts, offering me a choice in that direction, but he cannot force me to sin. Satan continually surrounds me with evil people through whom he can influence my mind and make my life difficult. But I have freedom of choice and Power from above, enabling me to resist every evil and control what influences me. Moreover, I myself can influence those around me and, whenever possible, choose my circle of fellowship.My morning prayer opens the doors of the Heavenly blessings with which God desires to endow me.In prayer to God, I express my desire to pass through this day under God’s guidance and protection. These are not merely words, but a testimony to the entire invisible world that I belong to Christ on this day.When I ask for Heavenly love for myself and toward those near me, the world of spirits also hears this request and receives it as a reason for action. God receives the right to change me into His likeness. My words of faith that I have been heard in prayer, together with my gratitude for the answer, sound like a command for the good powers to act. The enemy of souls retreats, knowing that he has lost, but he does not depart forever. He prepares temptations to catch me in his nets, possess my will, and make me his subject in this conflict. And he has an ally in this battle—my carnal nature, which never dies but which I can keep pinned down.A great controversy is taking place in the spiritual world, and the battlefield lies between my right and left ears. I will serve the one to whom I give my will.God’s love within me is the very power that easily recognizes the enemy, determines the purity and holiness of my thoughts and desires, shows me the correct way out, and helps me make right decisions quickly. I belong to God, and agape love is His seal upon my consciousness. It allows nothing unclean to possess me.But this Heavenly treasure is kept in the weak vessel of my soul so that the supernatural power of love may be attributed not to me but to God. I am not the ocean or the source of agape, but in the hands of Jesus I can be the one through whom this ocean becomes available to other people.Love is not merely a power from above; it is the Mighty God within me.My prayer for love gives God authority to abide within me, change my mind in accordance with God’s law, and win victories in spiritual battles, thereby making me an overcoming Christian.The prayer of faith sounds like the voice of this victory that has overcome the world.By choosing love, I challenge all the forces of evil, and they become greatly enraged against me and answer this challenge. I begin a war that will never end, and I must understand this. But within me is the One Who has conquered in this war. His Name is Jesus, and His power is Love!Please read Revelation 12:7–12; Ephesians 6:10–13; 1 Peter 5:8–9; and Job 1:1–22 in the light of our lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Do you believe in the existence of the spiritual world, which is invisible to us? What will the knowledge of the existence of spirits bring me? Does the enemy of souls desire to keep his existence secret? What does he gain from this? Will the Lord protect His children from every kind of evil? Does my faith play any role in the spiritual world?Lesson 16. The Beginning of Trials
Let us imagine the following scene. I have decided to take up Greco-Roman wrestling—not merely to attend training sessions at a local club, but with the intention of becoming the champion of every possible championship and the Olympic Games. Does this sound amusing? Perhaps to you, but not to me. I have a goal. I have set it and decided to attain it. I prepared a training plan, found the best coach, who had previously trained participants for the Olympic Games, agreed upon payment for his services, learned about upcoming championships, and submitted applications to participate. Then I began preparing for the competitions.I made it clear to my coach that my intentions were serious, and together we prepared a training plan.The coach examined my physical build and took me to a clinic, where various blood tests and every kind of other test were performed. He tested my strength and endurance, after which he established a daily routine and diet for me and assigned my first training sessions.After the first lessons, I was somewhat disappointed. My coach told me about the structure and laws of my body, the functioning of the muscles and heart, their interaction with the entire body, the dangers of excessive strain, and much more. He made me write down these lessons and reflect upon the new knowledge I had received. Between the theoretical lessons, my instructor held short training sessions with light physical exertion.I thought he would entrust me with exercise machines set to their maximum levels and that I would train upon them to exhaustion day and night. Instead, the coach taught me to rest properly, devote time to spiritual values, eat correctly, abstain from harmful things, be temperate in beneficial things, avoid stress, drink enough pure water, spend more time in sunlight, live and work in fresh air, and attend the training sessions he conducted.I began to notice that the strain upon my muscles increased with every training session and that my arms and legs hurt. After each session I felt completely exhausted, and sometimes I wanted to run away from it all.Then the day came when my coach brought in an opponent and led us onto the mat. He briefly explained the rules of wrestling and set the time. With the arrogance of a future champion, I looked at my young partner and felt sorry for him. But when I entered the contest with him at the signal, to my surprise I quickly found myself pinned down. This greatly upset me. I gathered all my strength, yet when the next bout began, my young friend easily threw me down and won. My heart was broken. All my dreams and plans collapsed in a single moment. I sat there devastated, not knowing what to do.My coach sat beside me, placed his hand upon my shoulder, and calmly explained that my defeat had been predictable and natural because I had wrestled against the city champion. My instructor assured me that the process had only begun and that I should not lose heart at the beginning of the journey. What followed would be even more interesting and difficult. Thus began days of endless training and instruction.At any time, I could stop training and leave; the door was always open. But I had chosen the goal and continued toward it.My coach explained the rules of wrestling to me in detail, polished various movements and holds, paired me with other students, and, while offering me a choice of combat tactics, made me do many things I did not want to do. I began to understand the science of wrestling, its subtleties and distinctive qualities. I understood that I was not yet ready for championships, but I knew that I would have to participate in them. During the training process, I understood the importance of self-discipline and perseverance in overcoming obstacles. I was taught not to become involved in any conflicts and to avoid unnecessary confrontations. I knew where the local hooligans gathered, but I deliberately avoided those places.Time passed, and I learned a great deal. I saw the close connection between my spirit, soul, and body. I began to understand that in every battle, the interaction of all my strength, experience, and knowledge is important. The tactics of combat became clear to me, enabling me to anticipate my opponent’s actions and meet them with my ability to resist. Knowledge of special holds and combat techniques helped me wrestle successfully and win victories. But I was no longer proud, because I understood that my arrogance would become a trap for me, since my opponents were stronger than I. My coach always came to my aid and told me what to do, thereby placing his knowledge within my mind.Ahead of me were the Olympic Games, which no longer seemed so simple and desirable, because I understood that the best of the best participated in them and that the prize went to only one.In using this illustration, friends, I am not calling you to take up professional sports. I am seeking to draw clear parallels between our principles and laws and those of the world of sports. We are studying in the School of Love, where we encounter experienced opponents who are ready to enter into battle with us and overcome us. Yet they desire not merely to defeat us, but to steal, kill, destroy, disappoint us, and ruin our lives. Our enemy makes no concessions and does not yield in battle. He possesses centuries of experience in battles and victories. And he wants our souls.But our Coach is Jesus. He has not lost a single battle or suffered a single defeat. He knows the enemy by sight, knows all his techniques, and teaches us to fight according to His rules. During training, Jesus allows me to fall and lose in order to show me my weak points and cleanse my heart from all unrighteousness. He explains the theory to me and accompanies me into practical training. Jesus continually reminds me of the rules of combat and the laws of the victor. He endows me with His love so that in its light I may, whenever possible, avoid the places where hooligans gather and not enter into unnecessary conflicts. Ahead of me are the contest involving the three angels and the apocalyptic Olympic Games, whose beginning will be announced by a loud cry and the long-awaited law concerning special worship of the prince of this world.For now, my Teacher invites me to training. He explains the relationship between His spirit and mine, my soul, and my body; teaches me the mysteries of love and its way of fighting; prepares me for victory; and prepares a place for me in the house of His Father—our Father. Jesus will even grant the overcomers a place upon His throne.Until the final battle begins, Jesus teaches me and continually comes to sup with me so that He may eat delicious and beneficial food with me. We partake of it together—I with Him, and He with me.Then He takes me by the hand and leads me into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil, without leaving me without His protection.Please read 1 Corinthians 9:24–27 and Matthew 10:24 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? What benefit did you personally receive from what you read? Do you have a Teacher of love Whose example you can follow? What should you do when you lack the strength to become strong? Is it worthwhile to begin studying in this School and continue until you learn love? Do you think you will receive from God what you came to this School to learn?Lesson 17. Love Cleanses the Heart
And so I begin to recognize my need for God’s love, and my faith grows stronger. The more I reflect upon love, the stronger my thirst becomes. My entire human nature reaches toward Jesus as the Source of love. I call upon Him, and He hears and answers me.With what joy Heaven watches me! What rejoicing fills the hearts of the angels! One more person will become like Jesus in love. I am under the special protection of God’s grace, and it begins to change my heart, in which something beautiful and unusual will now appear—something I expect by faith. These are the holy feelings, the true love, through which God will tenderly respond to the actions of those near me. What joy! My soul longs for battle and victories!And now the challenge has been issued. I boldly enter the battle and... confidently fall into the mud. A storm of emotions sobers me. I am confused. I continue and stumble over my sins again. Now I am no longer so confident in my strength. Shame and despair overflow my heart. I feel that I have betrayed God’s trust, and my soul sinks into the darkness of a dark forest. I see the path and know the goal, but darkness lies ahead, and I do not desire to retreat. I cry out to God, but shame makes my tongue speechless. Disgrace becomes my covering. I remember God’s promises of forgiveness and repent with the hope of being accepted. It becomes easier; I continue, stumble again, and fall. My heart is broken. I do not want to see anyone or learn anything. I understand nothing except that I am a sinner who needs a Savior. Yet I have been in the church for so many years, carry out a ministry, and have a position and responsibilities. People look to me expecting spiritual instruction. But I am crushed and reevaluating all my values. I am so ashamed!Faith in God and His mercy sustains me. I feel His hand and trust His goodness. But a defiled conscience torments my soul. I am a traitor, because I have so greatly failed my Heavenly Friend. Now I timidly ask for love, hoping that I will be heard because the Lord promised this gift and gave it. I now remain silent when facing attacks. Meekness of heart becomes my best defense. I reassess my condition and give everything to Jesus, not knowing what to do next. Yet life must continue. And so I continue without any special emotions.How good it would be to meet someone who could explain to me what is happening. I pray for love, yet impurity comes out of my heart. I decide to love my neighbor, yet my tongue strikes that person. I desire to think about the happiness of others, yet my eyes see them as sinners who are repulsive to me. Resentment toward the world has wrapped me in darkness.Who will help me? O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I read what Paul experienced when describing his condition in chapter 7 of Romans, and I see myself. But faith in Jesus helps me continue. I drag myself through the dark forest, hoping that one day all this will end.My friends do not understand what is happening to me. They have not yet experienced anything similar. Not knowing how to help me, they pray for me and remind me of God’s precious promises. Oh, who could help me see what is happening to me? I read the Bible and find comfort and hope in Solomon’s books, yet my soul remains dark. I pray and believe that it will become better and that this too will pass.Then I remember a friend who speaks a great deal about love, and I decide to ask him my question. He looks at me joyfully and explains that in this way the Lord is cleansing me in order to free my heart for love, which cannot live in filth. Love does not share its throne with sin and vice. It is love that places me under the pressure of trials and, as though squeezing a tube, presses out all my evil thoughts and habits. They do not return if I give this mountain of cares to Jesus. My task is to bring all this property of mine to Christ in exchange for what He offers me. Hope ignites within my heart. I begin to understand that everything is not so bad. It turns out that this is God’s plan for my spiritual growth and cleansing. I leave all my ambitions in the dark forest and continue by faith.How good it is when there are people who explain everything at the right time, support us, give us hope, and point out the way. If there is a person in your life who continually speaks to you about love, rejoice that you have such a friend. That person will be able to help you in many ways.At last, I see light in my forest. I go toward it, and it receives me kindly and becomes part of my soul. I look back upon the path I have traveled and understand that in this forest I left behind much of what had been pulling my ship to the bottom and preventing me from living happily.I bow in reverence before God and thank Him deeply for these trials, for the cleansing, and for always remaining near and carrying me in His arms.I am no longer the person I once was, although I have the same name and appearance. Something new has taken place within me, through which I have become cleaner. From now on, I do not boast in my sins as I did before, but work out my salvation in meekness, the fear of God, and humility. I am struck, but it does not hurt me. I am attacked, but I do not respond in the same way. And I understand that I love. Previously I could not even imagine how wonderful it is not to return evil for evil or railing for railing. I did not realize that everything can be endured with meekness of spirit while desiring good for people.Suddenly I begin to understand that Jesus also traveled this path, that this is what He taught, and that I am simply following in His footsteps and becoming like Him. It turns out to be so simple and so wonderful. Such an experience must certainly be shared. I run to my friends and tell them about my discovery, but they look at me with pity. They do not understand me and believe that I have again fallen into some kind of extreme.But I love! And I desire so greatly to share it! How wonderful! How interesting! What will happen next?In the light of our lesson, please read James 1:2–4. Compare these verses with the Kulakov translation, which says: “My brothers, whenever various trials fall to your lot, consider it a joy and know that through the testing of your faith you acquire perseverance. And perseverance must reach its full development in you, so that you may become mature people, whole in character, lacking nothing.” What did you understand from the subject of this lesson? Have you already experienced a similar trial when praying for the gift of love? Does such a condition of the soul frighten you? Do you believe that God’s love is available to you as well? Did Jesus give us an example of how we should love people? Do we always succeed in loving someone on the first attempt?Lesson 18. Love Is Not Feelings and Emotions
By promising to show me great and hidden things, the Lord makes it clear that these are things I do not know. I ask Him for love and pray for this gift of Heaven. It seems that I have at least an approximate idea of what it is, yet I cannot understand how love will act in my heart, what will happen to me, how I will behave, and much more. Of course, I have certain expectations and ideas because I have read much about love. I know people who love. It is so good and peaceful to be with them.I imagine that special feelings and emotions will overflow me, making me very happy and so joyful that nothing will be able to cast even a shadow of sadness upon me. This is exactly what I expect from love. After all, it is love. And love smiles.I pray with a smile upon my lips and joy in my heart. I believe, believe, believe that I will possess this Heavenly treasure. I read books and articles about love. As I study the Bible, I see how much is written about it. The thirteenth chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians contains an entire poem about love, which I dream of possessing very soon. And perhaps something like this has already settled within my heart.I wait, pray, believe, and study. I notice that all my open and secret sins begin to manifest and express themselves very clearly. Those closest to me, from whom I cannot escape, become very unreasonable in their behavior. Many of my plans collapse. Life becomes one continuous battlefield with myself and with the people closest to me. It appears that the entire world has risen against me. I feel shame for my sins and pain when I am betrayed and hated. I am astonished because people’s hypocrisy and false smiles become evident to me.Despite this, I continue to pray, asking for God’s blessing upon myself and others and pleading for Heavenly love and the forgiveness of sins.The people closest to me cause me unimaginably severe emotional pain, yet I feel sorry for them. I have no anger toward them and no desire to take revenge or respond in the same way. As I offer prayers for myself and for these people, I understand how dear they are to me—far too dear for me to cause them pain in return. Yet instead of joy, I begin to worry that I may have answered them badly or thought something wrong about them, and therefore grieved God and betrayed His trust. Although I recognize my impurity and that I am still far from love, I do not lose faith that God loves and trains me.Peace fills my heart through the understanding of such love from God. I know how greatly I now need the power to love, and I ask for it. As I ask, I receive. My heart becomes calm; I repent and come to myself. Although I have nothing over which to rejoice and am ashamed to boast, something special in this love keeps me from losing my mind in such trials. Suddenly I begin to understand that I am becoming cleaner, that all the filth that has come out of me does not return, and that all these difficult and evil people are given to test me and teach me to love them.Gradually I come to understand that love is preparing a place for itself within my heart by cleansing it. Trials of faith no longer frighten me. I even ask for them, if only the Lord will show me my sin. He answers, sometimes in such a way that I am horrified by myself. But there is no longer fear; there is a desire to run quickly to Jesus with it and ask Him to remove my iniquity and correct my heart. The Lord receives me, forgives me, and gives me power not to sin.Through my own experience, I now know how God’s grace works within me, healing my soul. The process of salvation from the dominion of sin becomes understandable to me.In my eyes, the cruel people close to me no longer appear so evil, because I see how unhappy they are in their unbelief. I feel very sorry for them, and I pray for these people to be forgiven because they know not what they do.I choose love, and it comes, filling my mind and giving me a clear understanding of what should and should not be done. I know that something very unusual is taking place within me—something not temporary, but very strong and constant. I begin to experience the power of love and now go forward myself to meet the inevitable conflict. My new gift remains with me. Love does not disappear, but behaves very wisely and does not surrender.Sometimes, out of habit, I try to solve my problems in a human way and immediately understand that I am losing. Then I ask for love, and it immediately intervenes, while I understand how I should behave correctly.This amazing love is not expressed in stormy emotions or in any special feelings and experiences. It is within me, but I cannot explain it in words. It is woven so completely into my consciousness and feelings that I cannot distinguish where I am and where love is. Love has dissolved within me and become one with me, yet sometimes I do not even recognize it, because I am the same person, but already different—completely different.I want to express it with a smile, but that is not it. I want to speak it in words, but I cannot find the right words. I try to display emotions of delight, but everything somehow appears false. I become calm. I take the Bible and, as I read, see that Jesus loved and treated people in exactly the same way as I do in my new experience. His conduct and attitude toward people were very tactful, respectful, principled, gentle and firm, tender and just. I notice that this same character is beginning to appear within me. I am becoming like my Savior. I study the life of Jesus even more attentively and begin to notice details and small things. I begin to hear His voice addressing me personally from the pages of the Bible. The God of love becomes for me the God of Love in all His manifestations. I fall in love with my Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son. My irresistible desire is to learn more about this amazing love and comprehend its depth, and the Bible gives me an answer and satisfies this thirst for knowledge. I see God’s love in everything: in sacrifices, judgments, the law, rules, care for people, and the Plan of Salvation. But most importantly, I see it within myself. I begin to understand that this is not feelings and emotions, but the Lord Jesus Himself within my heart. Feelings of gratitude for this Gift of Heaven overflow me, and my emotions express Heavenly joy and delight in inexpressible cries of happiness. I desire so greatly to share this, to love, and to speak about it. What a fire!I go to my friends with this message, but they ask me to show them works. At first I am confused, because God is Love within me. But the answer is, “Show us the works.”I become calm and search for the correct answer. I understand that the works will come; love is action. And when the works of love are manifested, I see that not everyone wants to experience its action personally.I look back upon the path I have traveled, which could be described very quickly. Yet how many tears had to be shed along this path, and how much loss and suffering had to be endured. How much time was required to assemble this puzzle called “God’s love within the human being.”I already know in part what it means to love. I cried out, and God answered; He showed me, and I saw. It truly is something great and hidden that I do not know but am trying to understand. And this hidden thing has become mine forever, for all Eternity.It is so wonderful and simple, yet at the same time mysterious and very complex. Now try to understand it. But this request is worth crying out to God for.Please read Philippians 1:9; 2:5; 1 John 4:17; Proverbs 31:18; Luke 6:41; and Hebrews 5:14 in the light of this lesson. Please share your hope and expectations concerning your studies in this School. Please tell us what was revealed to you in this lesson. Read Ephesians 3:20–21. What power is Paul writing about in this passage? Do you believe that this power belongs to you as well? What role do feelings play in a person’s life? What will a person become if that person has no feelings? Are feelings a reliable adviser?Lesson 19. My Ideas About Love and Reality
The world in which we live exerts a certain influence upon each of us. The society in which we grew up formed our understanding of many things and values; it shaped our mentality and way of thinking. I see this difference in thinking and in the scale of values very clearly when I move to another country or republic.The understanding of God’s Love, given to this world as a great treasure for sinful humanity, has also undergone significant changes. Human sciences, the mass media, and godless philosophy have lowered the concept of love to such a base, animal level that everything intimate and personal is displayed publicly in the smallest detail. Love has been clothed in a pink heart and transformed into a way of life for weaklings, into sex, and into every kind of perversion.The words “I love” are used to express passionate desire, interest, or attachment toward everyone and everything a person likes. With such concepts written within my heart, I begin asking God for love, while somewhere deep within my soul imagining an encounter with something tenderly pink, soft and fluffy like a kitten, kind and affectionate, smiling and welcoming. In theory, this is how it should be—but not in this world. Yet somewhere in the depths of my subconscious, I still expect something similar from those near me whom I decide to love.The world has an unwritten law: a tooth for a tooth, an eye for an eye, and love for love—that is, you give to me, and I give the same to you. This understanding has become firmly rooted in my mind. When I begin asking God for love, and sometimes even without prayer decide to treat those near me with love, I receive it and see how it acts, giving all of me to people and overturning all my ideas about it. In response, I expect similar treatment, because I love and do good, and it is customary to repay good with good. I move to a new level of thinking and decide to fill my life with virtue. I hasten to do good, and I enjoy it. In a certain sense, I even become a volunteer in order to establish myself in selfless service to those near me. My expectations are partially fulfilled. Even when opening a school of goodness and love, somewhere in my soul I expect recognition and respect for such a good undertaking. And this comes, because the good seed sown with love and goodness springs up and bears abundant fruit in the hearts of those near me in the form of smiles, affectionate words, friendship, support, gratitude, mutual understanding, and love in return. All this is from God. We were created by God to love. There is nothing wrong with the expectations described; Eternity is arranged in this way—to repay goodness with love and love with greater love. Friends, do not depart from this path.But what happens in reality? Love sobers me because I see my ideas about it shatter against the rocks of human selfishness, pride, lust, love of pleasure, covetousness, and idolatry. In response to my love, I often “receive a blow to the head” in the form of streams of evil, hatred, and hostility that come crashing down upon me from every side, including from people dear to me, whose persistent indifference and obvious hostility discourage me. Where does this come from? Is this how my love should be repaid? I am speaking not about distant acquaintances, but about those who are friends, very close to me, dear to me, and related to me by blood.At first, it is very difficult to understand myself. Resentment pursues me, and I withdraw, close myself off, and desire to do nothing for anyone.But the Holy Spirit tenderly asks whether I desire to learn something. He directs me to Calvary and then asks what I see. I look upon the crucified Christ, remember His life filled with love, goodness, and light, and become deeply ashamed. Much immediately appears in its true light. I come to myself and repent, no longer expecting anything good from people. I look to God, desiring to see and hear only His approval. I understand why I need the power of love in all its fullness and depth. Without it, I am simply incapable of doing anything good for my neighbor. I will not be able to reveal love through myself. The greatest thing I can do without God is obtain a kind little dog for companionship, friendship, and mutual love. Yet even in such speechless creatures, the action of the Eternal principle of agape is evident, because the loyalty of these animals and their selfless love unto death can teach me much and partly reveal the power of this gift. Animals, however, do not possess freedom of choice. Instincts have been placed within them, and these guide them. They do not possess what belongs to human beings: will, reason, and intellect. It is through these qualities of the soul that God works with a person.I do not desire to intensify the darkness. Everything is not so gray and dark. Love works miracles even in the hearts of selfish people. It is given to kindle light in this gloomy world, so that the true beauty of God’s character may be revealed to people through me, so that through this those near me may receive hope for a better life, so that their minds may be drawn to Jesus, and through Him they may receive the gift of salvation. Love is given to show the visible and invisible worlds the holiness of God’s law, which can be obeyed in the spirit of love. People must see that even now it is possible to possess all the blessings God has promised.I write this to you so that when you encounter the spirit of selfishness and darkness, you will not become disappointed or lose heart. Satan still exists. Sin still has a place in our world. Demons move everywhere, seeking someone to tempt. But thanks to God and the ministry of the Good Angels, we are alive, protected, and able to learn many good things from Jesus.Love is struggle and victory. Love has already overcome this world. It is above all the world’s ambitions. It exists, and it is available to everyone who asks the Heavenly Father for it with the faith of a child. Such a person will receive love in the Name of Jesus.Please read Psalm 109:2–5. Please share whether you have experienced in your life something similar to what David describes. If so, what way out did you find from this situation? Does verse 4 give you a clue about what to do? Read Psalm 119:42, 51, 61, 69, 71, and 95. Do you find a reflection of your own experiences in these verses? Please share with me what you understood from this lesson. Read Colossians 3:14. What perfections are being discussed here? Do you believe that agape love is available to everyone?Lesson 20. Love Is a Relationship
God is Love. Love cannot live in solitude. A solitary God cannot be Love. Perfect love is present only where there is someone else equal to you in reason, intellect, nature, and every other respect. It is precisely in relationships with equals that a manner of conduct and a way of thinking are formed that, amid a diversity of opinions and ideas, help people find points of contact through which even differing views of various situations do not lead to conflicts and disagreements.God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit have fellowship with One Another as Equals throughout all Eternity. This was so before us and will remain so while we exist. I can say with confidence that They love One Another. Love is the only way of relating to another free person in which no conflict arises even when there are differences and viewpoints do not coincide on one matter or another. Perfect Love and harmony are embedded in the relationships within the Divine Trinity. Within It are absolute unity and mutual understanding. The Divine Persons are moved by one common purpose in governing the Universe, and Each performs His part in agreement with the Others.The entire Universe is founded upon the principle of love, which joins the impossible and incompatible and transforms them into something beautiful, harmonious, and Eternal.A solitary God cannot be Love.At the same time, although the relationship between creation and the Creator, or between the Creator and creation, rests upon the laws of love, it cannot be called love between equals, because God is great. He is above us and is a mystery to us. Our love for God is shaped by many aspects of a relationship within the framework of “Higher and lower.” Our equality is conditional at the few points where we come into contact. We cannot fully comprehend God and His nature by becoming equal to Him in every respect. Yet we know that He loves us and expects something similar from us.Suppose I am a person who has somehow created a tiny creature. I have placed my whole soul into this masterpiece of my creativity, endowing it with the ability to think, communicate, and understand, and giving it feelings and emotions. I know what it thinks about. I have given this tiny creature an awareness of freedom and have become its friend. But whatever our relationship may be, I always remain above my little creature; I will always be a mystery to it. My love for it is not a love between equals because I surpass it in everything. But a person equal to me in intellect and abilities opens the possibility of a relationship on the same level. If perfect love exists between me and people equal to me, and I know its nature and possibilities well, it is not difficult for me to treat the tiny creature with the same love. In order for it to understand my love, I create another tiny creature similar to it but different from it, so that together, through their relationship with one another, they may learn to manifest complete harmony and unity amid an absolute diversity of thoughts and feelings. Having my own experience of loving a person equal to me, I teach them to love one another. Then I expect the spirit of love, similar to my own, to be manifested in these creatures toward me as well. If they live in arguments and disagreements, hostility and envy, while declaring their love for me, then as their creator, without rejecting my creatures, I begin teaching them friendship. I make it clear that as long as hostility toward another remains in their soul, this hostility is also directed toward me. This is a spirit of rebellion that must not dwell in the heart.God does not expect love toward Him from me until He sees my love for people who are equal to me. He knows that I cannot possess such a perfect gift while having a sinful nature expressed through selfishness. This is why God gave all of us to one another, so that through our relationships we may discover unity in diversity, as well as respect, mutual understanding, friendship, and love. The unwritten laws of relationships are open to all people, and we see that these principles are generally similar in every culture and nation.But God desires to teach me perfect love toward those near me and to teach them the same love toward me. God Himself seeks to become the Teacher of this Heavenly power within my heart and mind. The laws of love must be understandable to me. At the same time, they must become part of my soul so that in my relationships with those near me they may find practical application and points of contact leading to harmony. When a selfish person accepts God’s plan of Salvation from the dominion of sin and selfishness through faith in Jesus Christ, all this becomes possible.God offers me this gift of love on a voluntary basis on my part. He desires to teach me to use it by writing love within my mind and heart.I do not have the strength to accomplish this by myself. Without the Heavenly Teacher, I am incapable of comprehending the depth of God’s love and successfully manifesting it toward those near me. Although this is a mystery, it is available to everyone who desires to solve it and make it their own. But only God reveals this mystery to my heart.Those near me are the people who will teach me the practical application of the science of love. Using various methods and techniques, they will polish my knowledge and bring it to perfection. They are my impartial teachers and uncompromising examiners.Everyone, from small children to feeble elderly people, is intent upon bringing my God-given love to perfection and helping it become established within me, so that this love may act toward them consistently.It is very difficult for me to become accustomed to this, but by repeatedly reviewing the material I have studied, I am transformed into a person within whom God’s love becomes an unceasing source of blessing for me and for those near me.Only when Eternal love characterizes my relationships with those near me can I boldly declare my love for God, and He will accept it because He Himself taught me this love.Please read 1 John 4:20; 5:3; Proverbs 10:12; 15:17; 27:5; and Romans 5:5–8 in the light of this lesson. Please share what you understood from this lesson. Do you have any questions about this subject? Explain why it is necessary to love one’s neighbor first and then God. Are there people near you toward whom you feel open hostility or disgust? Do you see a way out of this situation? Why do I need someone equal to me in reason in order to love? Will God accept my love for Him if I do not love those near me? Can I manifest love for God through relationships of love with those near me?Lesson 21. Learning to Love
Let us consider the example of an ordinary educational institution and what takes place there. At an early age, a child goes to school and enters the first grade. The learning process begins. Various subjects are explained to the child, and assignments are given to determine how correctly the child has understood and mastered everything. The child is given the opportunity to make independent decisions while completing one assignment or another. At the end of the school year, the student completes tests or takes examinations in the subjects studied and, after being evaluated, advances to the next grade. When I hear that a person has completed a certain grade, I already have an idea of the level of knowledge that person has attained.Vocational schools and institutions of higher education help students obtain a focused education and master a profession or specialty in the field they have chosen.For example, when a student enrolls in a police academy, upon graduating, the student receives a diploma and has the opportunity to work in law enforcement. Accordingly, a cook works in a kitchen, a medical worker as an orderly or physician, a bricklayer as a builder, and so forth.Every educational institution has entrance examinations. After successfully passing them, the applicant’s information is entered into the list of students, the appropriate subjects begin to be taught, and assignments are given that the student must complete and submit. Upon completing the course of study, the graduate receives a diploma and legal status to work in the profession for which that person studied. If someone decides simply to listen to the course and take the examination without enrolling in the educational institution, then after completing the studies and receiving the knowledge, that person remains without an educational diploma and has no legal right to work lawfully in the chosen profession when a diploma and specialty are required for admission to that type of work.Let us consider the same principle in the spiritual sphere. Does God have requirements in teaching a person the science of Salvation so that the person may inherit the Eternal Kingdom? Yes. They are written in the Bible and expressed in the teaching of Jesus. John 3:3, 5–7 says: “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God... Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”Certain conditions exist in the spiritual world: accepting baptism by water as a sign of the Covenant with God and being born again for Spiritual life. These are only the initial requirements for a person’s education to begin. Anyone who ignores them cannot be considered a student. Such a person remains close to the School, having the right to receive knowledge and participate in certain aspects of church life, but no more. In the eyes of Heaven, such a believer has not fulfilled the conditions for receiving salvation and may be lost. The next conditions are faith in Jesus and knowledge of His teaching, obedience to God’s commandments, reception of the fullness of God’s grace for victory over sin, and receiving the Power of the Holy Spirit for further growth.All these processes of learning and spiritual growth take place sequentially, while the desires and abilities of each person are taken into account. If a student dies physically during spiritual education, that person’s further development is postponed until the resurrection at the Second Coming of Christ. After this event, the education continues according to the established order.Knowledge of the science of Salvation does not descend upon a person’s life in a single moment. It must be mastered through effort and comprehended by applying the mind.The School of Agape Love is a new educational institution with no counterpart in the world, and you and I, friends, are pioneers of this science in this form.God the Father is the Owner and Director of this School. The Holy Spirit and Christ are the Spiritual Mentors Who reveal the meaning and depth of agape love during the learning process. The Lord Jesus is the Teacher. The instructor is the one who writes the lessons and assignments for you. Your examiners and those who test your knowledge are your relatives and those close to you—the people you meet every day in order to strengthen your theoretical knowledge through practice. Like every other educational institution, our School provides that during the learning process, every student will master precisely the agape love that we teach here. The student will receive the power that we study in this School. Heavenly authority will grant such a student legal status for admission to particular trials and kinds of work. The diploma of graduation from the educational institution and of acquiring the gift of Agape Love is God’s seal, which the Angels place upon the student’s consciousness.Agape love is a very powerful and complex instrument of God for obtaining spiritual victories. In all its fullness, it is entrusted only to those who thirst to receive it for the purpose of waging war, who are prepared to buy it from Christ as gold tried in the fire and oil for the lamp, giving in exchange their spiritual, fleshly values and ambitions. God desires to teach the science of love to everyone who thirsts, and He does this confidently, precisely, and continually.We are upon a battlefield. Dangers deadly to soul and body surround us, and various discoveries and trials await us. Only Love within the heart is able to overcome all this by standing firm, taking hold, and conquering. Special advantages in receiving unique gifts and privileges in the Heavenly Kingdom are promised to the one who overcomes.Love and the Word of God within the heart are the victor’s weapons.Have a blessed journey, friends.Please read Matthew 23:8–10; 1 Corinthians 6:14; 1 Peter 1:5–8; and Galatians 5:6 in the light of this lesson. Why does the Bible call Christ’s followers disciples? Read 2 Corinthians 3:2–5. Please share how you imagine the School of Christ and what requirements and order exist within it. In your understanding and for you personally, what status and purpose does this School of Love have? Do you believe that through studying in this School you will know the love of Christ in your personal life and experience? What did you understand from this lesson? How long do you plan to study in the School of Agape Love?Lesson 22. Jesus Loves You
We are accustomed to hearing words about God’s love, yet we do not even reflect upon the depth of the love that God manifests toward each of us. More than anything, He desires us to see this and live with this understanding.The realization of God’s love, His forgiveness, His acceptance, His understanding of everything happening to me, and His desire to help me—all this brings peace to the soul and gives hope for something better and more beautiful.The enemy of souls knows the power of God’s love. He understands how it captivates a person, and therefore desires to divert our gaze from the Eternal and Great God by drawing our attention to everything else—to what is insignificant and small—and making the small thing the main thing. Unfortunately, the enemy succeeds in doing this.It is written, “God is love.” Love cannot refrain from loving. It is constant like the sun; it is visible in everything surrounding me.I was created by Love for love. This law is embedded within every cell of my body. Every atom of my body lives for the benefit and happiness of other atoms and cells. My body has been created by Love in such a unique way that it knows by itself what to do, how to remain healthy, how to fight illness, how to free itself from toxins and waste, how to govern my feelings, and how to influence my thoughts. My task is to create ideal conditions for my body. When the laws of happiness and health are observed, the body will function beautifully and give me many hormones of joy. Only love, embedded within my nature at the level of law, is capable of doing this.When I come into contact with the natural world, I see how beautiful and harmonious it is. How wisely everything has been designed, how beautiful, amazing, and mysterious everything is. And all this was created by Love for me. Nature lives according to the laws of love. It gives in order to receive and, having received, gives again. Love is a continual process of relationships among all created beings for one another’s benefit.Sin destroyed the harmony of love. It brought illness, suffering, and death. It destroys everything it touches. Sin brings chaos and devastation. It has no meaning, no explanation, and no justification. Where sin exists, there are darkness and misery.But God loves this world so greatly that He decided to give His Son forever, so that whoever believes in Him should not perish in sin but have Eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. In Christ, God visibly demonstrated His love and revealed His character to humanity. He refuted every prejudiced opinion about Himself by manifesting the perfect Agape Love of which His heart was capable. He gave humanity the law of His love, which is the union of mercy and justice. Jesus receives everyone who comes to Him, because a very high price was paid for every soul. Through this, humanity was placed in an extremely favorable position and now has the right to salvation if it accepts the conditions.In all His greatness, Jesus loves me personally. He loves me as greatly as He surpasses me. Jesus watches me attentively, and every movement of my thoughts or words toward Him gives Christ an opportunity to do something good and pleasant for me. The very fact that the Savior gives me freedom of choice and does not restrict it speaks of His loving heart, filled with deep respect for me. Otherwise, Jesus would not act this way. God could command me to believe in Him and love Him in return, and I would submit to that word. But He does not act this way. He tenderly offers Himself and waits. He waits a long time. He waits for some throughout their entire lives but never receives them. He waits for those who believe in Him but do not believe in His love and do not know Him. He waits for those who pray to Him but do not receive the answers to their prayers and run away in fear.Sometimes I compare our world to an aquarium. I have created every condition necessary for the fish to live. I planted vegetation, placed various stones and structures for shelter, installed equipment to purify the water, fill it with oxygen, and maintain the necessary temperature. I purchased special food, established the amount and feeding time, and give the fish food at the proper time. But whenever I approach the aquarium to admire its inhabitants, they swim away from me in fear or pay no attention to me. They are more interested in the food than in me. Yet despite all this, I continue caring for them and thinking about their happiness, nourishment, and well-being. Then I suddenly see that the fish have become sick and have begun pursuing and devouring the weak. I desire to help them, reveal the laws of love to them, and teach them these laws. In order for my love to become understandable to the unhappy and cruel fish, I must become one of them. Would I make such a sacrifice? Hardly. But God did. He not only became One of us, but also died for us so that we could receive salvation from the dominion of sin and live forever. Before His death, He commanded us to love one another as He loves us. He LOVES us!But my mind is closed and incapable of comprehending this. This is why the Lord seeks those who will understand and receive Him and who will be able, through their love, to show God’s love to those near them. Having received this gift from a friend, a person will see the Savior, Who is Love.Do I believe in God’s love for me? Do I live with the joy of realizing His love? It is difficult to answer. I am so very busy. But He asks me to stop and know Him—to know that He is God and that He is Love.Please read Romans 5:6–10; Jeremiah 31:3; Luke 12:32; John 14:23; and 16:27 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Do you understand the depth of God’s love for you? Could you express your understanding of God’s love in simple words? Do you pray for our School of Agape Love and its participants? Do you rejoice that Jesus loves you? What does God’s love give a person?Lesson 23. What Distinguishes the Disciples from the World
We read in John 13:35: “By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another.”These words were spoken by Christ immediately before His death. They relate to the commandment to love one another. God desires every disciple of Jesus to set this goal before himself—to love his friend. This command has two reciprocal sides, obligating the friend also to love his friend. In the original, it sounds like this: “agape one another” and “if ye have agape one to another.” The Lord Himself established this standard. Anything less is unacceptable. This decree tells me that I must become a possessor of such agape, become established in it, live by it, and allow it into every area of my life. If I see that it is absent within me, this does not excuse me. Rather, it testifies that this very quality of soul is lacking in all my knowledge and deeds. What should I do? I must acknowledge this fact before God—which is not news to Him—and ask Him for the gift of love and power to fulfill this commandment.The person near me, in turn, must also have similar concerns and need.When two or more manifestations of agape meet, they recognize one another and begin adjusting to each other and merging into one whole.Love makes me perfect in many matters while preserving my individuality and freedom of choice. Agape makes me capable of loving, and God writes this commandment within my heart and mind. Agape is not feelings and emotions. Through its presence within my heart, it influences me and forms emotions and feelings in harmony with Heavenly joy, teaching me to express them correctly and appropriately. It is difficult to imagine a loving friend with a continually gloomy expression and standard military behavior.And so two manifestations of agape have met. What happens? They immediately recognize one another, begin testing the depth of the relationship, and seek the boundaries within which they can act. They begin exchanging blessings reciprocally and reaching toward fellowship, influencing, complementing, and supporting one another. Human language is incapable of describing this relationship correctly, but the Bible calls it love. And that is exactly what it is.Like a magnet, my friend’s agape attracts my agape, and mine attracts my friend’s.But another important factor influences the relationship between my friend and me. My agape joins me to Christ, and His agape is directed toward me. The same thing happens between us. I draw closer to Jesus, and He is drawn toward me. My friend, who possesses agape toward me, is likewise drawn by that agape toward the agape of Christ. The love of Jesus is also directed toward my friend. Together, we become a triangle of love.In geometry and statics, the triangle is the strongest geometric structure. It is capable of withstanding enormous loads without changing its shape or the dimensions of its sides. My friend and I in Christ become the strongest unit in the church of Jesus. When a congregation is filled with similar units, they form a beautiful structure and create one united organism capable of withstanding every assault, attack, and load. It is also capable of drawing in the weak and lonely and joining them to itself.Christ and I form a connection—a straight line of our relationship. This is a relationship, but not a structure. Christ and I, and my friend and I, are already two straight lines joined together, but they do not close into a complete figure because the connection between my friend and Christ is absent. Therefore, such a conditionally strong structure stands only until the first trial. When hurricane winds arise, it may be thrown from side to side and carried about by various winds of doctrine, and over time it may be torn loose and carried into the unknown. The following combination also belongs to such a structure: my friend and Christ, and my friend and me. In such a situation, the entire problem lies in my relationship with Jesus. If it does not exist, my believing friend and I will not build much. This friendship will be conditional and will one day collapse into the abyss of temptations and trials from my side.Likewise, the structure consisting of Christ and me, and Christ and my friend, has no strength, although a connection with God is implied in it. Such a structure may sway in every direction while its parts strike against one another. This causes pain and suffering within the church and family because there is no opportunity to create something shared and strong. Most likely, this is the most common kind of relationship among brothers and sisters.If we look at the emerging picture, in which all of us are connected to Christ but not to one another, it will resemble a scarecrow with loose sticks striking one another whenever the wind blows, causing pain to themselves and to those near them. Such a picture will not resemble a strong bridge upon which trains of God’s grace and abundant blessings can travel. A scarecrow exists to frighten away, while a bridge exists to connect.A connection between my friend and me without Christ on either side is merely worldly friendship. Although it is good in itself, it gives no hope of salvation and therefore is not even worth considering here.The connection consisting of Christ and me, Christ and my friend, and my friend and me is God’s most cherished dream. He embodied it in His commandment and thereby immortalized His desire for all His disciples. He desires to see in churches and families not barricades of opinions and relationships, but bridges of love, cooperation, and understanding.According to God’s design, this same structure of love must be present in every family. Why do we see so many divorces, so much unfaithfulness, so many scandals and so much suffering in our families? The answer is simple: the structure of agape has been damaged somewhere. Search for the cause and you will find it. Remove it with God’s help, and the relationship will become strong and beautiful.It is so wonderful to love one another. What could be a greater blessing for any community of believers who love their Savior?Loving one another is God’s monument and testimony to the world that love exists, that it is powerful, and that it is available to everyone who desires to possess it and live by it.Please read 1 John 4:7–12; 1 Peter 1:22; 2:17; and Romans 12:9–10 in the light of this lesson. What did you understand from this lesson? Is the geometry of this lesson understandable to you? Is the commandment concerning our love for one another a promise that God is ready to fulfill? If so, do you have hope that this is possible for you as well? Do you desire to obey this commandment and fulfill it continually? Why is it so important to love one another and God? What do you plan to do next?